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1 To the moſt noble truly vir- 
tuous and honourable, the 


Lady Alice Phillips. 


, 
Mapamn, 


[ SSN ſtead of imploring 
LG alone, your prote- 
| 22% q Ih Ction of this little 

"W—= Book; I come like- 
| wiſe my ſelf, humbly beſeech- 
ing yon to ſhelter us under the 
| ſecure wings of _your favour, 
| from thoſe kill-hg frownes and 
great diſpleaſvre, I ſeclitting 
| on my Mothers angry brows, 
| A 2 occaſi« 


d 
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_ The Epiftle Dedzcatory, 
occafioned by my fault; if | 


may call it one. Madan, if you | 
will know what it is here read 
it in my hand ; 1t1s the publi« | 
cation of this little Book, 
which I felloniouſly laid hands 
on, knowing very well my 
Mothers humility ; that will | 
not ſuffer publickly her pen to 
ſpeak her praiſe, till he chang- 
es this life for a better. As ſoon 
as I had pofleſt my lelfe of this 
_ rare Jewell, (as I takeit ) I 
came running with 1t to your 
Ladyſhip, as being only wor- 
thy of the firſt ſight thereof, 
and with all knowing, that the 
great influence you have over 
my dear Mother, will ſmooth 
her brow when ſhe lookes on 
me, 


The Epiftle Dedicatory, 
me, if you but give the word, 


fiat. As forthe Book,your ve- 
{ . ry name prefixt to it, carries 
{- with it ſuch virtue and effica- 


cy, that it hath equall power 
with the Sun to diflipate all 
vaprous exhalations,' that obe - 
loquie can raiſe againſt it. Par- 
don, Madam, I beteech you 
my ambition and folly in this . 
dedication, ſince I have done, 
as one that would invite Great 
Jove, to bea Patron to a little 
Gnat. But I hope your nſuall 
clemency will ſtand my Medi- 


ator, I {hall forbeare to {peak 


of encomiums proper to your 
ſelte, ſince we all know, the 
very naming you, 1s a {uthct- 
ent Trumper to ſound your 
worth 


The Epiſile Dedicatory, 

worth. May your Lady-ſhip 
pleaſe; to accept of this {mall 
gift froma hand, that would 
ere ſtatues of Piramids to 
the honour of your everlaſt- 
ing name, and [ ſhall haſte, as 
being eagerly proud ro ſub- 


{cribe my {elte. 


Madam 


" Your bumbly devote] Servary 


Richard Head 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


Reader, 
AD not my indeavour forcibly pre= 


vailed on the Authors contrary in« 
tent, thou wouldft never have had oþ! the 
opportunity which now thou haſt by this ſmall 
Treatiſe, to ſtrengthez thee in thoſe afflictt= 
ons, which calumny ſhall ca\t in the way that 
thu art. travailing in towards eternity. I 
have often read it, and perhaps with more 
delight then others have done, becauſe it ſo 
well ſuited with my former condition ; others 
likewiſe have peruſed*it, no meaner Perſons 
then Mimniters, which ſo well pleaſed them,as 
that they heartily deſcend to read it in more 
legible charafters, I mean printed. Where= 
fore that the ſeeming hopes aud deſires of 
our friends might not miſcarry, 1 reſolved 
my ſelfe to obſtetrical bringing it to light for 
publick, benefit, that which at firit was only 
deſigned, for private uſe. As for the Author, 
it would be accounted partiality in me, to ec= 
cho out one diminitive word in her due praiſe, 
as being my ſelfe the unworthy Son of ſo 
learnedly pious, and zealous a Mother, 
this 


Cr nets aries 


=" Do the Reader, ; 
this little Booke therefore ſpeake in part; her * 


due encomiums, which #s but the fore-runner 


of ſeverall more that are already attired to 
exter on. the fiage 'of the World. , sf \ this 
firſt meet not with that hard faith which uſu 
ally attends moſt Bookes ; ſhould cenſure be 
Jo mild aud propitious, as thereby to make 
this as the In-let to the reſt, I then dare ſay; 
that experience will verifie the opinion of 
Pullas her ſclfe, repreſented in the Perſon of 
Anna Maria Schurman, proving that "tis 
poſſible for a Woman to be equally 4s well ac- 
compliſht as a Man, in all = things that 
appertain to the mind. Thus beſeeching, you 
to uſe this ſmall treatiſe, and not abuſe it, I ' 
ſhall conclude with my bearty prayers to God 
that you and T ſo live for the future, as that 
we may deſerve as little as may be, the cas 
lumny or reproach of any ; prac 01 rt 


Ducklane, Yours to ſerve you 
June 25. 2659. ; Mikes Head. 
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2 Sam. 16.5, 6, 7, 8, 9. tothe-14. 


' And when King David came to Bahurim, 


behold, thence came out a man of the Fa- 
mily of the Houſe of Saul,whoſe name was 
Shimei the Sox of Gera : be came forth 
and curſed ſtill as he came » '&NC, 


EF have here the true por- 
5 traiture of one of the moſt 
ſe]t=denyings Saints, that 
1 Z&XAS Either time or expetience 
SEDSYEY can demonſtrare,that King 
' and Pcincely Prophet Da- 
vid, one who was eminent in four things. 
x He was eminent in the choyce which 
God made of him (before his Brethren, 
or any of the Tſralites) to be King in the 
room of Saul. 1 Sam. 16. 12+ 
2 He was preferred by the Daughters 
of Iſrael (before the King himfelte) in 
their triamphall ſong Say! hath (11in his 
thouſands, but David his ten thouſands. 
I Sam. 18. 7. 
3 Bit he was moſt eminent in the fa- 


Vour of God ; never was there op an 
B _ Foerhie 


2 Experimental Obſervations. 


Epethite given to any before him,thathe 
was a manaccording to Gods own hearr. ' 


4 And laftly, though not leaft of all ; 
he was ſuper=cminent in his ſufferings, 
and ſorrowes, which befell him as ſoon 
as he was called from his Pathers Sheep- 
fold, to be the great Shepherd and King 
of Iſrael. 4 

Many of the Saints have been remark- 
able for ſome ſufferings, and ſome for 0- 


thersz bur ſcarce ever ſhall we finde any | 
one but King David, which had a taſt of | 


all ? Nay, hedrank a deep draught of e- 
very afflitions bitrer Cup. Take buy a 
ſcantling of his life, from his anoynting 
to his death ; and there is none but muſt 


needes confeſſe, he was an unparalePd } 


{ifferer. 


So foon as he had promiſing hopes that 
he ſhould be a King, they were as quick - 
Iy in part in the bud, and ſo withered, 
that he faid in his haſt all men were ly- 
ars. Pſal. 116. 11. Yea: even the Pro- 
phet Samuel,which brought him the tide- 
ings from God, and anoynted him, and 
_ thathe ſhonld one day periſh by the hand 
0: him he ſhould fucceed. i Sam.27.1. 

How was he wearyed by the cruell Ty= 


rant Saul, and haned ap and down from 


Mountain te Valley, from the Valley to 


the 


Go 


rt 


a 


Experimental Obſervations. 3 
the Wildernefle, from the Wildernefſeto 
the Caver, and ac laſt no place was ſafe 
for him,he was fain to deparc the Land. 

And as it his own forrowes were not 
enough, bat he muſt ſee the ſorrow which 
befell his Fathers houſe,for *cis like they 
could not abide fafely in Bethlehem ; for 
they went to the Cave of Adullamtohims 
no doubt the ſight of them did bur adde 
to his miſery, he would never have de- 
fired ſach a favour of the King of Moab 
elſe,that his Father and his Mother,might 
live with him, till he ſaw what God 

would doe with him. 1 Sam. 22. 1,3. 

What a ſorrow was it to him(no doubt) 
to hear of theſlaughter of 85.of the Lords 


| Prieſts, occaſioned by his comming to 
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Nob : and all the Citty put to the edge 
of the ſword. 1 S3m.22.17,18. 

Again into what diſtreſs, was he and 
his company driven to,when he wasforſt 
to become an eloquent begger, and thas 
to ſach a Churl as Nabal, that in ſtead of 
an Almes, or a good anſwer, he term*d 
him no better then a Runnagate. x $4. 
25. 10+ 

How many times was he in jeopardy 
of his life ; what hard ſhifts was hz dri- 
ven too? he fained himfelfe mad before 
Achi> King of Gath: 1 Sam. 2y 13. 

: B 2 Fins 


4 * Experimentall Obſervations. 
being in great feare there. 

But never was he more neer it, then 
when his own people and companions 
ſpake of ſtoning him; his griefe was fo 
great for the burning of his Citty Ziklag, 
and the carrying away his Wives and 
Friends, that he wept ſo much, he conld 
Weep NO more, and yet in ſtead of com- 
forting him, they cauſe him to be deeply 
diſtreſſed, when they ſpake of ftoning 
him. x Sam. 39. 6. | 

Now theſe were his ſufferings before 
he was crowned King, all which were 
but as a Prexludium to his after forrowes ; 
his firſt may be termed (as it were) for- 
raigne; the latter domeſtica]. The firſt, 
more on the body, the latter, more on 
the Spirit, and both againe had a ſuffci- 
ent ſhare. 

What ſaddeſt diſaſters befell himſclte 
and family ? into what a notion of for- 
rows had he plung'd himſelte into, by 
his committing adultery, and hiding it 

- --» With murder ; 'what a hcavy doome did 
he bring upon his houſe, what perplex- 
ity upon his Spirit ? and though God 
had pardoned hin upon his true repen- 
tance : yet the Sword did never depart 
from his houſe. 

What a cutting Corafive was it to him, 

- when 
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Experimental Obſervations. 5 
when his beloved wife Michal ſhall ſcorn- 
fully jeere him, and that in the ſervice of 
God; what griping griefes did even tare 
his tender heart in ſumnder, to hear that 
his Daughter Tamar ſhall be abuſed, and 
that by her own, Brother. 2 Sam. 13. 14. 


and that afterward this_inceſtious Sen 


ſhall be ſlain by his Brother Abſalom, and 
at that time too, when he was in his 
Caps; that Abſalom ſhall requite his Fa- 
thers pardon and indulgence, with the 
worſt ingratitude 3 the greatctt rebellion 
was ever heard off, which we may read at 
largein 2 Sam. 15+ 16, 17, 18. That a- 
nother of his darlings, Adonyah will be 
ſo bould to ſtep into his Fathers Throne, 
and fay, hee?l be King, before his Father 
hath ſurrendred ic up to nature., And 
doubtleſfſe al thoſe ſorrowes were not to 
be compared to the ſadneffſe of his ſoule 
for ſin, which we may abundantly, read 
in many of his mournfull Pſalmes, there 
he* caſts up the accounts of his forrowes, 


when, and where, and how they were 


inflited,his being lighted, and forſaken 
by his friends,abuſed and ſcorned.by his 
enemies,was not the leaft of his milſeries, 
yet for as much as fin became fo heavy a 
burden to him, he bore all the better 3 
for where ſ1n-is felt heavy, there ſorrowes 
re Tags B 3 | will 
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Experimentall Obſervations. 
will ſeem light, he was conſcious he had 
deſerv*d that, and worſe ; and this made 
him in a ſweet ſubmiſſion to kifſe therod 
which this Shime: whipt him withall : 
ſuffer him, God hath bidden him. 

David being a man after Gods own 
heart, knew the order of Gods proceed= 
ings ſo wel], that he maſt ſmart ſoundly 
for his fins of adultery and murder, that 
God would be juſt in making good what 
he had threatned, and not a fillable of it 
fall tothe ground,and therefore he meek - 
ncthHhis ſpirit ro a quiet and hamble ſub- 
miſſion, to bear the anger of the Lord, 
becauſe he had finned againſt him, and 
therefore he profefieth, Pſal. 39. 9. that 
he was dun}b,and opened nor his mouth, 
becauſe the Lord had done it. 

In the 2 $21. 12. 10. Nathan from the 
Lord, fearfully threatens a heavy judge- 
ment upon David for his fins, Thus ſaith 
the Lord, becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed me, 
aud done thus and thue, the ſword ſhall 
never depart from thy houſe : but I will 
raiſe up evill againſt thee, out of thine 
own houſe, and I will take thy Wives, 


* andpive them to thy neighbour, and he 


ſhall lye with them : for thou didft it 

ſecretly, but I will do this thing before 

all Iſrael and this Sun. | 
Now 


mN 406A 
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Now God goes roundly to work with 
David himſelfe : now every word muft 
be fulfilled, David had dealt treacherou- 
{ly with Uriah: David ſhall be dealt with- 
all in as treacherous a manner by his ſub- 


Je, his boſome friend : yea, by his be- 


loved Son. He abuſed his neighbours 
wife ; he ſhall have the ſame mcaſure re- 
doubled into his own boſome. He had 
cauſed the enemies of God to blaſpheame 
his name : he ſhall have his own name 
ſo Apit. upon;that he ſhall becomea ſcorn 
and a by-word to his enemies, a ſtranger 
to his friendr, and a ſong to the very 
drunkarde. 

In theſe nine verſes, we may . obſerve 
theſe four particulars, 

1 David's coming to Bahurim. 

2 Shimei's meeting,and abuſing David: 
aggravated by four remarkable circam= 
ſtancies. 

1 By his railing at David,ſaying,come 
out,come out,thou bloody man, and thou 
1nan of Beliall : charging him with all the 
blood of the houſe of Sal. verſ.7. 

2 His curſing him all along as he 
went. V. 5. & 13+ | 
3 By his throwing ſtones, and calbing 
duit at him. 


4 Hc pretends a ſufficient warrant for 
| 4 — what 
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a_ he did,and would make him believe | 
God had now found him ont,and would 
reckon with him,verſ.8. The Lord hath 
returned upon thee all the blood of the 
houſe of Saul, in whoſe ſtead thou haſt 
reigned ; and the Lord hath delivered 
thy Kingdome into the hand of Abſalom 
thy Son, and behold thou art taken to 
thy miſchiefe, becauſe thou art a bloody 
man. 

3 Here is Abilha#'s perſwading David 
to avenge himſelte, verſ. 9; Why ſhould 
this dead Dog curle my Lord the King - 
let me goc 1 pray thee and take off his 
head. 


4 We have David's humility, under 
Shime? $ inhamanicy, expreſt in five Cir= 
cumſtances. | 

I His indignation at the thoughts of 
revenge, verl. 10. what havel todo with 
you, ye Sons of Zeryiah, as if he ſhould 
have ſaid,1 will have nothing todo with 
thoſe chat cannot bear an injury. 

2 His looking off the ſtone, to God 
that threw it, vert. IO,IT. The Lord bath 
bidden him. | 

2 His patient fubmitting under the 
handof God, vert. 10. So Jet him cus cle, 
Becauſe the Lord hath faid, curſe David - 
who {hall then ſays! whe refore haſt chou 
done tD, bv  & fs 
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© 4 His juſtifying of God, in his way of 


proceeding, verf. x1. Behold my Son 
which came forth of my bowels, ſecketh 
my lite : how much more may this Bex- 
Jamite do it, as if he ſhould have ſaid, if ic 
be good enough for me, that my fin hath 


procured my Son to becomea Rebell,and 


Traytor to me his Father, and lay my 
life in the duſt: it is no wonder if a. 
ſtranger take this advantage,and trample 
upon me roo, {ceing me ſo low. 

5 His comforting himſelfe with hopes 
of being benefited by this afflition;rverlſ. 
12. It may be that the Lord will look on 
my affliction, and that the Lord will re- 
quite good tor his carſing this day. 

1 David came to Bahurim in his flight 
from Abſalom, we may ſerioully obſerve, 
co what affliftions and ſtreights the Saints 
of God may be brought, they may. be 


* brought to flee for their lives : this ,was 


Davids caſe, and this is the lot and porti- 


_ on of all the faithfall,;to endure afflidion 


in one kinde or other. Abraham the Fa- 
ther of the faichtall, had his peculiar af- 
fitions, his great fears, and his. unpara- 
lePd tryals, Gen. 20. 11. & 22. Iſaac had 
his continual griefe of mind+s, in the mar- 
riage of one of his Sons; and'ot his be- 
ing deprived ef the other for 20., yeares 

; | together - 
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10 FExperimentall Obſervations. 
together. Ger. 26. 35. 36. 27. See what 
afliftions' Facob had, perſecured by] his 
own Brother,and driven from his Fathers 
houſe into a ftrange Land : there he ſuf- 
feced many an. injury and indignity from 
his Unkle, with ſorrowes he ſuſtained 
from, and in his children ; Surely if we 
would ſeriouſly read the whole ſtory of 
his life, we ſhall finde his troubles come 
tumbling one on the others back : Like 
the waves of the Sea; commonly the 
ending of one, was but the beginning of 
another. 

Moſes,whom Gad ſo dearly loved,and 
entertain'd into the neereſt familiarity, 
talking with him face to face : was not= 
wichſtanding exerciſed wich grievous af- 
flitions ; nor to ſpeak of his hardſhips 
and ftreights which he ſuſtained before, 
he could underſtand it : being in danger 
of death every hour, for 3.months ſpace. 
To omit many things, what an affliion 
had he in carrying ſach an untoward 
people 40. yearcs together in the wilder- 
nefſe ? and what wordly comfort had he 
to cheerhim in ſuffering all theſe afli&i- 
ons, but the remembrance of the Land 
of promiſe: the fruition whereot he long 
expe&cd. But at laſt he 1s cut off from 
this hope, and hearcth Gods definitive 
{ſentence 
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ſentence paſſe upon him, that he muſt aſ- 
cend Mount Nebo, and dye there, Dent. 


2. 50- 
, ad thas 70þ,though he were the juft« 
et man that lived upon the Earth, (by 
the Lords own teſtimony) yet did he en« 
dure manifold, and grievous affli&ions, 
as we may read in the Hiſtory of his life; 
the ſpoyling of his goods, the {laughter 
of his ſervants, the untimely death of ten 
children, all at once; the outward tor- 
ment of borches and boyles; and the in- 
ward terrors of an afflifted minde, the 
ſcornes of the wicked, the ſtrange beha- 
viour of his Wife,the unkinde uſage and 
hard cenſures of his friends, that in theſe 
reſpets he was thought to be the fitceſt 
man to be propounded by the holy Ghoft 
as a pattern of patience. Fames 5. IIs 
And thus did all the Apoſtles ſuffer 
afilitions, yea,and cruel deaths,( except 
Sr. Job) Here with a Catalogue St. Paul 
makes cf his ſufferings, 2 Cor.11-44. unto 
which outward vexation of body, and 
inward cares and diftrations of minde, 
we may add his ſpirirual afflitions, as 
the fight between the fleſh and ſpirit,and 
the bufficings of Satan, which were in- 
comparably greater then all the reſt : for 
whereas out of the ſtrength of his _ | 
: and 
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12 Experimental Obſervations. 
and patience he rejoyced,yea even boaſt= 
cd. himſelfe in his other affli&ions ; by 
theſe he is much humbled, and caſt down 
in the fight of his corrupriong, and for- | 
ced to crye out, in perplexity of ſpirit, 
oh wretched man that I. am, who ſhall 
deliver me from this body of death. 

Now the cauſes which doth move the 
Lord to lay upon his children thoſe great 
afllitions, is becauſe of fin ; Sin then is 
the meritorious cauſe why the Lord pun- 

l itheth a place, or Perſon : Judgments ne- 

Mili ver come down from God, till prova- 

HOVER cations firſt go up from man,and this the 

| Church plainly afirmeth,Lam.3.39. man 
ſuffereth for his fin ; and this the Lord 
tels Iſrael, Fer.30.14,15. have ſtricken 
thee with the wound of an enemy, and. 
with a ſharp chaſtiſement, for the multi- 
rade of thine iniquicies, becauſe thy Sons 
were increaſed, why cryeſt thou for thine 
afflition, thy ſorrow is incurable, for the 

 multityde of thine iniquities,I have done 
thoſe things unto thee. 

Obje. But doth God alwayes corre& 
| WIN for fig? are there not other ends which 
a! move the Lord to lay crofles, upon his 
owi children ? | 

Anſ. Its very true ; God doth by af- 
fictions, as well make tryall of his gra- 

©-—O0V 
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Experimentall Obſervations. ry - 
ces in us, as chaſtize us for our fins, and 
that beſides our tranſgrefſions there are 
in Gods ſecret connſels, other cauſes of 


| our eroffes and calamities, but ſeeing the 


Lerd hath in his word denounced theſe 
miſeries and afflitions againſt us,as pun=- 
iſkments and chaſtiſements, for our int- 
quitiee, and doth not reveale unto _us 
when he trycth us, and when he correct= 
ethus: Therefore leaving Gods fecrets 
unto himſelfc; we are not to look unto 
his hidden ceunſels, but to his revealed 
will, and according thereumto we are a] - 
wayes to make this uſe of our afflitions; 
that when we are judged we are chaſtned 
of the Lord,and juſtly correfted and pun- 
iſhed for our fins, and thus the Saints in 
all ages have done,ftill have they inſiſted 


on their ſins, which have primarily been . 


the cauſe of their ſorrowes; So David 
complained,Pſal.38.3.there is no ſound- 
neffe in my fleſh, becauſe of rhine anger : 
neither is there reſt in my bones, by rea- 
ſon of my ſins. 
And thus the Prophet Iſaiah, chap. 64. 
5. cryeth out in his prayer for thepeople; 
behold thou art angry, for we have 
finned. | 
Yea Fob himfelfe, who was chiefly af- 
Hidted tor the trya!! of his graces, though 
he 


THeſeols) 
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he defiresto defend his innocency againft 
his three friends, to maintain the jnte-' 
grity of his heart from their falſe aſper- 
_ tions; yer having to deal with God, he 
acknowledgeth, and ſayes, I have finned, 
what ſhall I dounto thee, oh thou pre- 
ſerver of men, and why doeſt thou nor 

arden, and take away mine iniquity. 
Eb. 7. 20. Again, "cis good to make a 


holy uſe of every afflitien ; Is there an. 


inſufficiency, and 1mpotency in creatures 
that they cannot help us: or infidelity and 
treachery whereby they will not afford 
unto us that help which we expe from 
them? we may very well conclude, we 


refted too much on thoſe earthen propre, | 


and when contempt and ſcorn waite up- 
on our heeles, pride and Joftinc{le was 
our Gentleman Uſher beforc, and fo of 


the reſt. God is one that will donothing, 


wherein his word ſhall not juftifie his 
dced : what befalls us from him muſt 
necedes be juſt, though we conceive not 
J | 

our defert, becauſe he ſmothers ovtir of- 
fences, his juſtice is in no way detefted 3 
and ſurely if we would ſeriouſly take no- 
tice of it, we may oft times read our f11 
in our puniſhment : for God uſually re- 
taliates, and dealeth with men according 
to the manner and way of their wicked- 


nefle : 
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nefſe : tlie fin and ſuffering, oft meer in 

{ome remarkable circumſtance. 
Now as affliftions are puniſhments for 


1 
1 


| fins paſt, ſo are they preventions againſt 


fin in time to:come. 
Phiftttans when they purge their Pati- 


| ents, aime moſt at the cauſe of the di- 


ſeaſe : for when that is taken away, the 
effe&s will follow, thus doth God with 
his own deareſt children, he purges them 
ſo ſore, and brings them ſo low, that 
they are almoſt pined with want, before 
a ſpring of better blood can be procured. 
If we have ventured on noyſome meates, 
and hurtfull poyſons, If we will feed on 


. grofſe ſins, and drink in the very pudle 


of iniquity, What ſhall our Father do 
with us? but give us ſuch Phiſick,as will 
thorowly work. 

If David will lie, and commit adalte- 
ry, and fall to murder Innocents : what 
can God do lefle for David, unlefle he 
would have him loſt : bur laſh him ſound- 
ly ? make the rod cling to his skin, yea 
to his conſcience : make his very bones 
to ake, and ſhaketoo; and when he will 
be walking ſo ncer Hells month ; *%is 
juft for God to take him by the heeles 
and make him believe he will throw tiim 
in ; vyhat it he be eroſt of his vvill, and 


crie, 
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his jadgmenc there ; and. truly, many 


times the whip prevents the halter 3 and 


thus if 'we will venture after David in 
thoſe dangerous pathes, we ſhall be ſure 
to paſſe infer the rod as he did, if we be 
Gods children as he was. 
Oh how ſhould David's praftife and 
caſe affcight'us? alas, how did he ga- 
ther mud, when he did bur ſtand ſtill a 
while? and how would his corruptions 
again have grown to ſome head, chad not 
Abſalom been raiſed up, to breath him, 8& 


to diſperſe them : If David were ſo tog- | 
gie, after ſo many breathings': a man of: 


ſo good a diet : how refty ſhould we be 
if never walkt? how grounded on onir 
lees with Moab, it never turned forth 
from -Veſſcll to Veſſell? It ftands the 
Lord therefore upon, if he will provide 
for his harveſt, and our good: to take 
ſome paines with as, leaf otherwiſe he 
faile of his vintage, while we want 
dreſſing. 

Now God is gratiouily pleaſed to give 


_ usa reaſon for what he doth : I will turn 
my hand upon! thee, and purely parge a= 

_ way. thy droffe, and take away all thy 
time.” Tſai, 1. 25. and again, by this 


therefore 


crie, "its better he ſhould crie here then in! 
Hell ? and-receive his payment here,then! 


hs to @* hn oc 


therefore ſhall the iniquity, of Faceh. be 
purged, and this is all the fruit, to rake 
away his fin, Tſai-27.9. So likewiſe Dax. 
I I.35. Zach.13+9. I Pet.1.6,7. Fob 33+-16z 
17. Hoſ.2.6,7- Ro, 
And this was it that made St. Auguſtine 

to comfort himſelfe in the middeft of his 
tribulation : for ſaith he. ic is but my 
purge, to free me from the droffe of fin. 

We ſeldome know ftrong diſeaſes cy- 


red with gentle meanes, for *cis a rule in 


Phiſfick, the medicine muſt excced the 
maladie; and thercfore we can take no- 
thing that commonly workes ſo kindly 


| asafflitions; when wearc in proſperity, 
| how apt are we to fall Intoa dropfic ? 


pride. makes us to magnific. our ſelves; 
and to have a great opinion of our own 
worth, and being joyned with the ap- : 
plauſe of others, we are ſo puft up, we 


hardly ſce our felves; but when our purge 


workcs to purpoſe, we grow as little in 
our Own conceite, as in the opinion of 
others ; what are all carthly endgw- 
ments, ſcvered from pgrace : alas, they 


| are but the decciving ſhaddow of a lying 


complexion : there is nothing that will 
laſt : nothing but will change? and when 
wecome to look in the glaſs of the Law: 
thoſe outward helps will' flee and faile 
bal GC us : 
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us : and we ſhall be left in our own foul- * 
neffe and deformity : Hear what Fob ſays, - 


when throughly humbled, I abhor my 


ſelfe, and repent in duſt and aſhes. 


Fob. 42. 6. 

Again,aftli&ions purge out the love of 
the World,now this Worldly love is ſuch 
a dangerous diſeaſe, that if we are not 
cured of it, it would bring us at laſt to a 


deſperate conſumption in all grace and., 


goodnefle; and to everlaſting death both 
of body and ſoul ; for faith in God,and 
confidence in earthly things, will not 
ftand together,we cannot ſerve God and 


- mammon : we cannot love the Lord,and . 


Jove the World ; and this the Apoftle 
St. Zoby faith, 2 Epiſtle, chap. 2. 15. It 
any man love the World, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 

Andtherefore God in mercy weanes us 
from thoſe breaſts we have ſo long laine 
at, he is faine to put bitterneſſe on it,cthat 
we may loath it; and yet ſuch as it is, 
we exceedingly affe it : ah what would 
we do if it were ſweet ? If we defire to 
dwell in carthen, tottering, ruinous ha» 
bications : how loath would we be to 
Jeave them it they were ſtrong ? Stately, 
and permanent? If we take content in 
our pilgrimage, and make no haſt unto 
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1 our Heavenly Country, when as our way 
{ is ſo foulegzand full of chornes : our jour= 


ney ſo painfull, and dangerous : and our 
entertainment among thoſe worldly Can- 
nibals fo bad and barbarous : what a Pa- 
radice would we eftcem it, and what lit= 
tle account would we make of- our ever- 
laſting Manſions, if we had a pleafans 
paſſage, an cafie journey, and kind uſage 
in this ſtrange Country ; ah how fall is 
this World of troubles, wars, contenti- 
ons, fccret Traytors, epen encmies, and 


falſe friends, and yct we greeve when 


we think of leaving it? how would we 
even ſarfeit of ſorrow, if injoying perfe& 
peace,{weet concord,and faithfull friend< 
(hip, we ſhould be forced to foregoe it ; 
moſt graciouſly therefore doth our good 
(30d deale with us,when ſecing us ſo be- 
ſotted with this pernicious love, he cauſe 
the World to deal roughly with us, and 
even to thruſt us away from her; and 
when we hardly will let goe our hold : 
Ged will make our riches to take unto 
them as it were the wings of an Eagle, 
and flee away : our credit ſhall be crakt, 


} and our honour laid in the duft : yea our 


neereſt and deareſt friends ſhall deceive us 
as a brook : and many times God is faia 
co make all hclps and hopes to -faile us, 


C 2 _ and 
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and we to be left deſtitute and deſolate," 


ſtark naked, and beftripr of all : then] 


this will make us (if any thing )to deny: 
all other things, by faith co catch hold" 
on God : hovering and covering our" 
ſelves under his wing only. 


Now as God doth this in much lovelh: 


and mercy, to beat us for, and from our 
fins, and to weane us from the World - 
ſodoth he it in meaſure and moderation; 
and this he profefſeth. Fer.46.28. Feare 
not oh Facob my Servant, for I am with 
thee, I will make a full end of all Nati- 
ons whither I have driven thee,but I will 
not make a full end of thee : but cerre& 

thee in meaſure, yet will I not leave thee 


wholly unpunithed. k 
z7 For the meaſure of our afflitions: 


and there moderation, we may plainly 
ſec, both in reſpe& of their quantity, 
which is but ſmall, and 'in their time 


which is but ſhort, for :either they are. 


light, or they are long: and if they be 
great in quantity, they are but momen=- 


tany in their continuance, or if.they be: 


ecdious in time, they are cafie in weight : 
It is bur a lictle Cup in comparifon, of 


what the Lord Jeſus drank for us, ſo] w 


that our affliftions and griefes are bur. 
ſhaddowes and reſemblances, rather then] C 
: 1 ſub- 
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1 ſabſtanciall evils; Hear what the Apoſtle 
nf Paul faith: 2 Cor. 6.9. As dying, and 
1] bchold we live ; as chaſtned, and yet not 
1d] killed ; as ſorrowing,and yet alwayes re 
ur] joyceing. Whence one obſervech,thar our 

ſorrow hath a quaſi, as though : but ſo 
ve{hath not our rejoyceing, our affli&ions 

ur } are ſeeming, but our joyes are certain. 
1:1 2 And as they are light, ſo they arc 
n; | not long laſting ; this God hath pro+ 
ire] miſed his Charch. Tſaz. 57. 16. I will 
th] not contend for ever, nor be alwayes 
ti- ] wroth, for the ſpirits would faile beforc 
all} me, and the ſoules which I have made. 
eX1 Alas, were they as long as our whole 
iee | Life, yet what is that to Eternity 2 David 
"| compares the length of his life but to a 
ns] ſpan ; . and the Lord, the time of afflifi- 
nly | on only to a moment. Iſai. 54. 8: Nay 
ty, | to a ſmall moment, for a ſmall moment 
me || have I forſaken thee, but with great mer» 
are] cies will I gather thee, in a little wrath 1 
'be | hid my face from thee, for a moment, but 
n- | with everlaſting kindnefſe will f have 
be mercy on thee, faith the Lord thy Re- 

he :} deemer. 

of | Indeed it may ſeem long to us when 
| ſo] weare in trouble, ſad houres we fay are 
| long hourer, bug we miſtake the day, 
1 God hath promiſed to deliver us, but we 
| © Wh antes 
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antedate the promiſes, as we poſt-date 
duties ; but ſaith Habakkyk 2. 3. though 
It tarry, Waite for it,becauſe it will fure- 
ly come; It is as well Gods defire to 
come in with mercy, as we to expect it 5 


Tſai.30.18. The Lord waites that he may 
be gracious, we walte when God will, 
and God waites when he may,when mer- 
ey may be moſt welcome, and dclive- 
rance moſt glorious. | 

3 Again, God doth not afflitt us a- 
bove our ftrength, and this the Apoſtle 
verifies, 1 Cor.10.13. he will not ſuffer 
us to be tempted above that we are able : 
but will give the ifſue with the tempta= 
tion, that we may be able ta bear it. 

In the greateſt preſſures of the Saints,as 


God tempers the rod, and ſweetens ie} 


with his preſence,ſo perpetually doth he 
\ make it eafje to them by his aſſiſtance, he 
metes out afflitions to the ſtrength of 


our poor ſoules, and fupplics ſtrength to} 


the meaſure of our affliftion ; the beſt 


earthly Phiſitians may be deceived in the} 


diſeaie and conſtitation of his Patient ; 
he may miſtake in the quality or ftrengh 
of his Phifick,and ſo mifſe of his intend- 
ed cure ; bat the Phyfatians of our ſouls, 
doth ſo exatliy know* our temper and 
diſeaſe, doth ſo intirely affe& our TOY 
an 
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| and fo accurately mingle the maligne 


and peyſonfull ingredients in our Phi- 
fick with corre&ions and allayes, that the 
confeQion ſhall be good, and altogether 
ſhall and muſt work for the beſt. 

And therefore we need not to feare, 
either to be oppreſſed with an over heavy 
weight of trouBlcs and afflictions: or 


{ that weſhall be tempted above our pow- 


er, in regard of our frailty and infirmity, 
ſceing he who maketh the wounds, hath 
alſo power to cure them, and he that 
mixcth our Cup,can alfo give us ſtrengch 
to drink it, according to the faying of 
Elipbaz unto Fob.chap.5.18,19. He mak- 
cth the wound and bindeth ir up,he fſniic= 
eth,and his hands make whole. The Lord 


| Jeſus hath bound himſelfe by his moſt 


gracious promiſe, Math.12.20. That he 
will not break the bruifed reed, nor 
quench the ſmoaking flax, till he bring 


| forch judgment unto viftory, 


Indeed we have no ſtrength in our own 
ſelves to incounter the leaſt afli&ion 


| much lefle to indure the fiery tryall ; or 


be able to wreſtle with Principalities and 
Powers 3 but we are ſupported with the 
mighty power of God in our greateſt 
wenknefſe: and held ſo faſt by the hand 
of Chriſt ; that the ſtrongeſt afflitions 

inforced * 
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him. | | | 
- It 4s the bleffed ſpiric of God, dwel« 


ling in us, doth affift us in all our ſaffer- ' 


ings, and according to the greatnefle of 


our crofles,are the greatneſſe of our com-. 


forts; and this the Apdſtle Paul faith, 


4 Cor. 1. 5. That as the ſufferings of 


Chriſt abound, in us ; fo our confolati- 
o6n'aboundeth through Chriſt. Ic is this 
bleſſed Inmate which doth apply unto us 


the mercies of God,and\merits of Chrift: 


and ſo affuring us that we have our part, 
and- inrereft in all the gracious promiſes 
of the Goſpel}, our confciences are fo 


2 repleniſhed with ſuch peace which paſſeth | 


all anderſtanding, and with ſuch unſpeak- 
able Joy and gladneſſe, as none can con- 


ccive,: but they who feel it; ah ! this is. 


that living Fountain,which ſpringeth up 
to cternall life : and like a cleer river, 
floweth with hcavenly ftreames of ſweet- 
£ft conſolation, wherein being bathed,in 
the ſcortching heat of afflictions we are 
cooled and refreſhed, and filled with joy 
and delight 3 the thoughts of this made 
David xo fing'; Pſal. 46.4. We have a 


river whole ftreames makes glad the @it- 


\ tie of our God,the holy place of the Ta- 


ber=- 


inforced with all the violence of man or | 
Divell, arc net able ro pull us from 


: » 
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 bernacles of the moſt High ; this is that 


ſpirituall anoynting which preſerverh us 
from being conſumed in the fiery Far. 
nace of our afflition, which ſo ſupples 
our ſores, and extradts the Fiery heat of 
the burning , that we receive no hart 
thereby ; Look -upon the three Children 
in the Furnace, at Bobiloz, there was nor 
ſo mach as a haire of their heads finged, 
neither did their cloathes bug ſmell of the 
fire. Dan.3.27. We: ſay its a comfort to 
have a companion in miſery,to have one 
that will fimpathize, and condole 'us : 
what-greater friend can-we have then he, 
which by the Lord Jeſus his own mouth, 
is called, the Comforter. Fobz 14. 26. 
How then can we be diſmayed, when we 
have within us ſuch a Fountain of refreſh- 

ments? Oh let us check our faintin 

hearts, when they begin to droop, wit 
the words of Eliphaz. Fob 15. 12. Dath 
the conſolations of God ſeem ſmall un- 
to us ? what if we want an earthly ſhad- 
dow, we are fure we have a Heavenly 
ſubſtance. & 
Oh ler us ſtill meditate upon the grici- 
ous promiſes of God ;z and let them be 
our certain ſtay in our uncertain condi- 
tion; Hear what the Prophet Iſaiab faith, 
chap. 40. 29. Haſt thou not heard, or 
| bs known, 
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known, that the everlaſting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the. 
Earth, fainteth not, neither is weary, 
there is no ſearching of his underſtand- 
Ing, he giveth power to the faint, and to 
them that have no might, he increaſeth 
ftrength, even the youths ſhall faint, and 
be weary,and the young men fhall utter- 
iy fall : but they that waite upon the 
Lord ſhall renew their ftrength, they 
ſhall mount up with wings as Eagles, 
they ſhall run and not be weary ; and 
they ſhall walk and not faint. Again, 
Iſaiah. 41. 10. Feare thou not (faith 
God) for lam with thee, be not afraid, 
for I am thy God, I will ftrengthen and 
help thee, I will ſaftain thee with the 
right hand of my righteouſnefſe, And 
this was it which made David ſo bold 
and confident, that if he ſhould paflc 
through the'valley of the ſhaddow of 
death, he would feare no evill, becauſe 
God was with him, his rod, and his 
ftaffe, they did comfort him, Pſalm. 
22.44 b 
; $ God lays upon us ne. more then 
is necffary.Phiſitians will not miniſter a 
ſtrong potion,wherea lenitive is enough, 
nor put one dram too much in his pre- 
ſcription;much leſs will the Lordznay we 
. | our 
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our ſelves, if one medicine do not cure 
us, we feck another. Thus dealeth God 3 
when affliftions are growne ordinary, - 
and uſuall, they move the lefſe, becauſe 
they be familiar _: therefore God is 
pleaſed to alter and change his medi- 
cines, that they might work the more 
kindely, He proportions out the mea» 
ſure of afflitions, according to the 
ſcanteſt meaſure of our neceſſity, for the 
magnifying of his owne glory, by our 
ſanQification in this life, and our ſalva- 
tion in the life to come. 

Alas, the Lord doth not take any de- 
light in our ſmart ! or maketh any haſt 
to inflift his chaſtiſements : but with 
patience, arfd long-ſuffering, he ex- 
pecteth*our repentance, that he may 
have mercy upon us ; and doth not take 
his rod of corre&ion into his hand, till 
he be preſſed with the weight of our 
fins. He doth not puniſh us willingly, 
as one that taketh dclight in our ſmarc 
and torment : bat performeth it as an a= 
cion, which is rather fit for us to ſuffer, 
than tcr him todo. 

Let us conclude therefore, That if we 
have great or tedious afflitions lying 
upon us ; either we have great faults, or 
great ſtomacks ; we many times deale 

| with 
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with God as children do with their pa- 
rents 3 while they are under the rod, 


promiſe amendement : but no ſooner 
releaſed, bur preſently we gre as bad as 
ever. And therefore though God may 
caſe us, to try us ſometimes ; yet when 
he lengtchens+ our affliftions he will cake 
our word no more, but will make a 
through work ; and till he ſee us 
_ throughly hambled and amended, and 
know that our converſion and repen- 
tance be conftant, and without danger 


of fleeting, he will not burn the rod. 


Bat as the Gold-Smith lets. his Gold 
melr in the Furnace, till it be throughly 
purified and purged from its drofle :; 
which when he perceives it according to 
his minde, will by no meancs ſuffer it 
to ftay there any longer, becauſe it 
would but waſt and looſe of his weight. 
So doth the Lord ſuffer us to remaine in 
the Furnace of afflifion, till we be 

ed from our droflc of fin, by renew- 


ing. our faith and repentance + buy no \ 
ſooner are we according to his purpoſe 
purificd, but he pulleth us out, and will 


not ſuffer us to waft and conſume our 
ſelves with ſorrow and heavinefſe ; and 
therefore let us patiently indure the triall, 
ſceing God who putteth us into the Fur- 

? -. Nace, 
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nace, knoweth the belt time when to take 


And by this we may conclude,that oue 
afli&ions are limitted, both in regard 
of their weight and meaſure. God hath 
ſaid ro our ſorrowes, as to the proud 
waves of the Sea, hither ſhall you come 
and no farther 3 all the Angels in Heaven 
{ball not be able to abate them : nor all 
the men on earth, or devils in hell, to 
add one ſcruple to them. And whiles 
God unto his children meaſureth Judge- 
ment according to their ſtrength -: he 
rendreth Judgement to the wicked, 
according te the meaſure of their 
{innes. | 7 

5 Another conſideration is, that our 
affli&tions are not the puniſhments of a 
Righteous Jadg, but the chaſtiſements 
of a Gracjous Father. And this the A- 
poſtle perſwades, Heb. 12. 6, 7, 8. My 
Son deſpiſe not thou the chaftning of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
bim ; for whomthe Lord loveth he chaſt- 
ncth,and ſcourgeth every Son whom he 
receiveth,&c. God indecd is diſpleaſed, 
not with the perſon, for his hatred to 
the fin : bur with the fin,for the love of 
the perſon ; he is not angry in juſtice, 
becauſe we have ſinned ſo much; as in 

mercy -- 
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mercy that we may fin no morc, and © 
therefore we may fometimes lie under 


anger, but never under wrath ; it wasthe 
Lord Jeſas Chriſt that ſuffered the wrath 


of God, and ſatisfied divine juſtice ; he 


bore the puniſſiments which were due 
unto fins ; and diſcharged our debt, by 
offering up himſelfe unto his Father, as 
a ſufficient ſacrifice, and paying a price 
of infinite value and merit for our re- 
demption. 

6 God hath preordained thofe to be 
like Chriſt in his ſufferings, who ſhall be 
like kim in glory, we muſt be content to 


drink with Chriſt in his bitter Cup, be- ' 
- fore we ſhall be cxalted to fit with him in 
his Kingdome; and this the Apoftle Peter - 


afirmeth, 1 Pet. 2. 21. for Chriſt alſo 
ſuffered for us, leaving us an example 
that we ſhould follow his ſteps; If we 
will feaſt with Chriſt in Heaven,we muſt 
be content to faſt with him on earth ? It 
there we would keep an everlaſting Sab- 
bath with him in his Kingdome : we 
muſt labour and travell whilſt thoſe 
working dayes Jaſt. |, Ke 
That was a ſweet ſpeech of Bernard : 
thou oh Lord Jeſus (ſaith he) art ro me 


| both an example,and reward of ſuffering, 


and both do firongly provake, and ve- 


hemently 


| xpermment all Obſervations.” 33 © 
hemently, inflame me : thou teacheſt my 
hands to fight by the example of thy 
fortitude : and after vifory, thou 
Crownelſt my head with the preſence of 
thy Majefty. Oh ! if thou beeft ſo good 
to thoſe that ſeeke, and run after thee : 
what wile thon be to thoſe who finde 
and pofleſle thee, pI 

If the Prince of our falvation was 
conſecrated by affliftions, why ſhould 
we expect a priviledge above him? It is 
not ſuitable and fit that an afflifed head, 
ſhould have a pampered body, and mem- 
bers? It becometh not the ſervant to 
live in idlenefſe, and pleafare ; when as 
the maſter wearieth himſclfe with paines 
and labours, how can we be called his 
diſciples, if we are not content to walke 
in his ſteps? for as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Phil.3.10,11. If we will know him and 
the virtuc of his reſurretion, we mult 


- firſt have fcllowfhip with him in his affli- 


tions, and be made conformable unto 
his death, if by any means we may at- 
tainc unto the reſurre&ion of the dead. 

Ahlif we would often meditate of thoſe 
aftlictions the Lord Jeſus Chriſt did ſut- 
ter, and that to bring us to heaven? we 
would not pore upen pur own fo much as 
we doc ? would we but thinke when we 
| | {::ffec 


"it 


ſuffer poverty, and are pinched with 
worldly wants, what the Lord of hea«: 
ven and earth ſuſtained ? he: was defti<: 
rate of carthly comforts, and had not a 
houſe to lay his head: When we are in-" 
juriouſly traduced, and injuſtly. flander-" 
ed, andabufed : lcrus call to minde the } 
Lambe of God, -who was withont”ſpox | 
_ or blemiſh, moſt innocent, and fall: of 
all goodneffe : even he was called a * 
Wine-Bibbcr, a friend to publicans and | 
ſinners, an Impoſter, and one that did 
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all his miracles by the helpe of the de- 


vill. When we are ill required by thoſe / 
of whom we have better. deſerved - for- 


en by our friends in the time of our 
need, and betraied by thoſe who ſtand 
obliged unto 'us by many benefits: and 
te whom we have committed the very 
ſecrets of our ſoules ? Oh let us thinke, 
our deare Lord was worſe ufed before 
us : for _ thoſe he came. to fave, 


ſought his deftru&ion, his diſciples for- | 
ſake him and flec away in his greatcft / 


extremity , and one of them betraied 
him to death, vvhat if vve vvere haled 
to the Judgement ſear, and condemned 


to death : it cannot be ſo bad as his vvas, - 


in vvhoſe mouth vvas found no guile. 


" Surely there cannot be a AO 
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all motive to perſwade us to drinke. of 
Chiiſts bitter cup, then when we confi= 
der, that he himſclf, bath not only be- 
gun to us, but hath drunke a far greater 
meaſure, and, the, very dreggs thereof, 
r=] evento the bottome, and this. the Apo« 
he Þ file perſwadeth us with patience torun 
or | the race that is ſet before us, looking un» 
of |} to Jeſus the Author and finiſher of our 
a* faith, Heb. 12415243. | 

1d | Oh! let us be content to drinke of 
i4 Þ his cup of afllition ſo long, till the bit- 
e- | terneſſe of this world paſſing away, that 
ſe | happy time ſhall come, that we ſhall 
r= | drinke. new. wine with him in his 
ar | eternall kingdome, The conſideration 
1d || of theſe things will inable us, not only 
id | to beare all our croſſes with patience and 
ry | comfort, but-alfo with the Apoſtle Paul, 
e, | Cel.1-24, To rejoyce in our ſuffcrings, 
re | inthat wedoefullfill the reſt of the affii= 
e, | Qtions of Chrift in our fleſh for his 
r= | bodies ſake, which is the Church. And 
ct } the Apoſtle Peter exhorteth us, 1 Pet. 4. 
ed 13. To rejoyce ig as much as we arc 
ed | partakers of Chriſts ſufferings, that 
ed | when his glory ſhall appeare, we may be 
at, | glad with exceeding joy. For if we 
I fuffer with him, we ſhall rajgne wich 
Jhim, 2 Tim. 2:12. 

| D - mew 
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7 Here we ſeethen,that the patient ſuf- 


fering of affliftions, is a Title to an ux- 
cellent inhericance; for if God chaſten 
every Son whom he receiveth, then if 


weare not chaftiſcd we are baſtards, and } 


not Sons ; Of this let us be confident; 
that alchough God often ſend- pardons 
without corrc&ions, yet he never ſends 
corrections without a pardon, unlefe it 
be our fault. And therefore let us take 
every, or any afflition, as an earneſt 
penny of our pardon : And upon con= 
dition there may be peace with God, let 
any thing be welcome that he can ſend 
as'its inflrument, Ah ! ler us ſuffer God 
to chuſe his owne circumftancies of a» 
dopting usz and be content to be under 
diſcipline, when the reward of that is, 
to become the ſons of God, Now ſince this 
Is the deſigne of Gods loveto us ; ler ic 
be an occaſion of our love unto hims 
and let us remember, hat the truth of 
love is hardly known, but by ſomewhat 
that puts us to paine, Now ſuppoſe we 
were in as great painc” and ſadnefſc, as 
ever did load onr ſpirits ; would we not 
beare it cheerfully and nobly, it we 
were ſurc that within a certaine ſpace, 
ſome ftrange cxcelicnt providence would 


relejve ut, inrich and recompence us ſoy 
as 
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as to overflow all our ag = deſires, and 
- | capacitics? Oh / then Jet asremember 
n | that we are Chriftians, deſigned to the 
if | inheritance of Jeſus, our lot and portion 
d | crernity, how great is that Joy, how in- 
- | finite is that change, how unſpeakable 
18 | is that glory, how excellent is the re- 
Js | compence of all the ſufferings in the 
it | world, if they were all laden upon our 
re | ſpirits? So that let oar condition be 
-& | what it will : If we confider our owne 
n= | preſent condition, and compare it to 
et | our future poſlibility : we cannot feel 
1d | the preſent ſmart of a crofle atcedent 
2d | to any great degree? | 
a= 8 Afﬀfliftions as they purge ſin; ſo doe 
er | they purify grace, in thetime of profpe- 
is, | rity wegather ſo much ruſt that we need 
jis | ſcouring? We can hardly tell what is 
ig | truc, and what is connterfeit, vill it hath 
as | beene in the furnace? And firft for our 
of | faith, now is the triall whether our faith 
zat | be firme or fained? inthe time of ptoſ- 
we | perity,when we have all chings according 
as | ro our hearts defire, as health, wealth, 
zo | credit, friends, &c.. We place our confi- 
we | dence on them: But when God takes 
ce, | theſe from under us, then ſhall we be 
able todiſcerne the truth of faith, from 
| thecraſt in theſc, Now or never arc we 
D'2 con» 
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conftrained by faith to flee to God, and 
depcnd upon his providence, Deut.8.2. 
Therefore he humbled thee, and made 
thee hungry, that thou mayft Iearne, 
that man liveth not by buns only, but 
by every word that proceedeth ous of 
the mouth of God. 

When we are in proſperity, there is 
little exerciſe for faith; but when we 
are in adverſity and afflition ; vexcd 
with ficknefſe, pinched with poverty, 
forſaken of friend:, blemiſhed and dc- 
famed by our enemies, and ſubjef to in- 
numerable dangers: then our faith, 


having enemies to refift, and adverſaries 


to firive and wreſtle with ; doth-ftir up 
its own. vigour, gather its ſtrength and 
powers together, and finding it ſelfe roo 
weake to make rekiſt ance, doth earneſtly 
ſeeke to have its firength renewed and 
increaſcd. That was the maine end, why 
God brought forth A4brabam to the com- 
bate of that ſharp temptation, for the 
offering up of his Son ; He had believ'd 
Gods promiſes before, that Sarab ſhould 
bringhim a Son 3 though very unlike- 
ly ; But now to believe that God would 


make good his promiſe, though J/aac} 


maſt dy ; This was faith indeed. This 
was it which God thought worthy to be 


regiltred 


has & by 
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regiſtred to all generations : And to be 
imputed to him for righteouſneſſe, 

id And thus likewiſe God brought forth 
Fob, as a Champion to encounter with 
>] Satan hand to hand, (as we fay) and 
ut to return thelyc upon his owne head ; 
of | thathe didnot ſerve God for nought? 
. | That if God take away all he pave him, 
18] yea, and his life to boot : Satan, and 
WE] the whole world ſhall know Fob will 
ed} tuft in God. + 

Ys And this the Apoftle Pay! makes as a 
Ic tryall of faith : we had the ſentence of 
ne death in our ſelves, that we ſhould not 
th, traſt in our ſelves, but in God which 
iS} raiſeth the dead, 2 Cor. 1.9. 

up This is the faith that is likely to hold 
nd} ont : That when we ſec nothing, but 
OOJ rather all contrary to what we do cxpet; 
ly. when there is a curtaine drawn between 
nd} us and all creature helps: When faiths 
by | eics arc turned up to Geds all-ſufficien- 
m- cy? Then God is moſt clcerely ſeene. 
he When we are rich, and enjoy a fall ta- 
'd} ble, and want nothing; Then we think | 
Id our faith is very ſtrong : But when po- 
ej verty ſets upon us like an armed man, 
1d then we ſhall ſee whether faith or dith- 

_ dence will get the upper hand. Solomon 
could fay, that If we faint in the day of 
| 3 advcr- 
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adverſity, our: ſtrength is ſmall ; And 
ſarely, if we doc not truſt God upon his 


bare word, without a pawne, we truſt. 


him mot at. all ; If we doe not belicyc 
him far the the ſmall matters of ehis life, 
and depend upon .bim for likelihoods? 
How ſhall we believe him in that which 


is impoſſible to us, the raiſing of our bo- 


dies from their duſt ? &c. 
Let us then examine our faith, in the 
time of our affliftions: For what we 
are then, we arc, and we are no more. 


9 And thus afflitions confirmerh hope: | 


And now is our hope in the fall tide, 
When our worldly. hopes are at their 
greatcſt ebbe : Then doc we waitc upon 
God for the accompliſhment of his pro- 
miſes, when we are fruſtrated of all 
earthly expeCtations: And then we fix 
this ſure anchor ypon Gods never de- 
caying truth, now hope lookes for com- 
Fort in him alone, when all things ap- 
peares falſe and deceivable. And now 
when God ſhall anſwer hopes expeCta- 
tion in help and deliverance ; then doth 
this expericnce cauſe hope, not to be 
aſhamed. 

Ah !: the ſweet refreſhments and com- 
forts of hope: She ſupports us, and 


execs us MEITY In all eftatcs and condi-J 
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tions ? *Tis the beſt companion that c. 
ver bore a diſtreſſed ſoiffe company. It 
will never leave us, till it hath broughe 
us to heaven gates, 

When afflitione, like the lead in the 
net would finke us downe, and that fin 
and ſorrowcs labour to drowne us, hope 
like the Corke upholds us, and ſuftaines 
us. So that according to the Proverbe. 


Were it not for hope, the heart would 
| breake, And this the Apoſtle faith, 


1 Core15, If in this life only, we have 


| hope, weare of all men moſt miſerablc- 


And thus hope makes us to doe;to ſuffer, 
and to die. 

Oh! therefore, let not thoſe delive- 
rances which are delaicd, be the fainting 
of our Hearts, but let hope beare them 
up cheerfully, in a conftant expeQa- 


' tion of that mercy, which in duc cime, 


{hall be made good unto us. Let us take 
what he gives, and waic for what he pro-+ 


 miſcth, as well knowing, that he cannot 


flack, as the world accounts ſlacknefle, 
bue will farely keep his owne time, 
taugh not ours. : 

10. Aflitions manifeſt the truth of 
our love. Alas: Many in the time of 
proſperity love GoJ, for his left-handed 


blelliings, (as Saran objefted to Fob ) 
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40  Experimentall Obſervations. F 
And if God dqpy them but a fond defire ; 
they are ready to ovcrlooke all the mere 
cyes they enjoy 3: and fling them (as it 
were) in the face of God, But now to 
loye God when he takez away all : To 
read love in an angry looke z This 1s 
love indeed, 

Love, 1s that Jovely motive, which 
makes our obedience full. Tis that vir- 
tae, which comprehends all other vir- 
eues 3 for if we do and ſuffer out of love; 
we are at the higheſt pitch poſſible ate 
cainable. Love, faith the Apoſtle, full- 


' falls the Law ; nor can any virtue hold 


out ſo long, faith and hope, bring us 
to Heaven Gates, but love enters with 
us, and abides for ever, Here what the 
Mayden Martyr ſaid at the Stake,. Fare: 
well Faith, and welcome Love. 

See what a ſweet interpretation love 
puts on all Gods dcalings 3 when the 
fleſh objects and ayes, like Fobs wife 
What, blcſſe God and dye ? (eryc him 
and be thus rewarded? but Jove anſwers; 
What, and ſhall we not receive evill at 
the hand of God as well as good ? d( 
they not both proceed from the ſamd 
fountaine ? yea, from that Ocean 
Love from whence Chrift came. 
Againe, in fireights and wantr, fleſl 

wi 
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will obje&, Can the- ſcrvants and. the 
dogs be ſerved, and ſhall a Child of God 
want neceflarics ? want bread ? but 
ſaith Love, The Love of God, as God, 
and the Love of a Father in Chriſt do 
much differ; as God, he is good to all, 
makes his Sun to ſhine, and his Raineto 
fall on the juft, and unjuſt 3 asa Father, 
he is eſpecially good te his Children; vo 
whom, if he gives not much in this 
world, yet gives he ſo much as he ſeeth 
beft for them, with a comfortable uſe 
thereof; this however, to be his Child, 
1s more then if he gave us all the World 
to enjoy, | 

When we are at any time ſcorned, re- 
proached, reviled, ſcandalized ; Love 
goes away filently, wich this heavy bur- 
den, reaſoning with her felfe, be- 
hold the love of my God ! do they fling 
borrowed dirt in my face ? what a mercy 
IS it, that God doth not diſcover to them 
the filth of my heart, my ſecret finnes ? 
how would they blaze them ? 

And ſo for loſſes of friends, hasbang, 
children, goods; Love IJookes upon 
nothing as loſt, bnt reftor'd or laid up, 
thinking alwayes upon what ſhe doth 
cnjoy 3: that in her greateft wants, ſhe 
Enjoyes innumerable bleſlings from God, 

| whereas 
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whereas our lins have deſerved that all © 


ſhould be taken from us, and his jadge= 
ments and puniſhnents inflited as a fit 
wages for all our {infull ſervices; Love 
makes ns reft ſweetly contented with 
what we have, and not repining for want= 
ing ſomeching ; but rejoycing that the 
Lord affordech us any thing : Ah! faith 
Love, if I am not ſo happy as others for 
what I do enjoy, yctinthis Iam happy, 
for the evils I might have had, and have 
eſcaped 3 ſurely if we have a little, and 
' cannot be contented, we have even too 


much. 


And this is the nature of Love, the 


more the world magligneth and perſe- 
© cuteth us, the more our Jove is weancd 
from the world, and the Icfſe we love the 
world, the more is our aff:Qions in- 
flimed towards God: Ah! weſhall in 
our outward croffes feel the' inward com- 
forts of Gods Spirit ſo pleafanc and de« 
lighefall, that chey ace ſufficient to 
ſweeten a world of miſeries; and this 
- made David to ſing, Pſa. 116. 1. Oh 


how 1 love the Lord! And ſurely many 


of the Saints of God do never love him 
ſo ſolidly, as when they have beene 


ſoundly whipr. 
And as by afflitions we come to love 


God 


@ 


fe tf 
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God morc, fo are we made to-compaſli- 
nate and pitty our brethren;we can never 
give comforts rightly, till we have got= 
ten experience of what we ſay; here 
cannot be any place in our hearts for 
compaſſion of others gricfs, till paffion 
and ſuffering of the ſame evills have been 
there before ; no Phifitian is more able 
ro cure a nother man, than he who hath 
firſt cured himſelfe of the ſame diſcaſe ; 
becauſe unto his art is injoyncd expcri- 
ence, whereby it is made perfe&t; and 
therefore when we go to comfort others, 
we can from our own knowledge ay, I 
have bcen thus afflited, and thas and 
thus did 1 receive eonfolation, and was 
ſtrengthened in patience to bear my 
croſſes 3 here God did ſupport me with 
his might, when being feeble in my ſelf, 
I was ready to faint and fall; thus was I 
refreſhed with ſpirituall confolations, 
and the inward feelings of Gods love 
and mercy, thus did he powerfully deli- 
ver me, when in reſpe& of all outward 
ineanes my caſe was deſperate: And thus 
doth David take upon him to comfort o= 
thers upon his own experience, Pſal. 34. 
'Q caſt and fce that the Lord is'good, 
bleſſed is the man that trufteth in him, I 
was brought low and he helped me, I 


{ought 
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_ dclivercd me out of all my feares. 

And this as a Cavcat by the by ; when 
ever you are afflicted, either in body, 
ſpirit, goods, or good name; do not 
vent your griefs to then that have never 
been afflifked ; for as they cannot give 
you any experimental comfort, ſo your 


gricfs cannot make any great impreſſion 


In their hearts, they can be no more af- 
tetcd with your complaints, than if 
you diſcourſed of the cauſes, ſymptomes, 
and malignity of that diſeaſe they never 
fele? they may ſigh, and fay ics very ſad, 
| butit cannot long fink into their mindes, 
Ks commonly but tedious diſcourſe at 
the beſt ; ſome can ſpeak it by wofull ex- 
pericnce, that the diſcloſing of their 
wounds, have been an occaſion that 
their plaifters have been fling in theic 
facc, and that which ſhould have beenc 
an argumenc of pitty and compaſſion, 
have procured (lighting and contempt 3 
but no more of this. 

11 By afflitions we are brought to 
be more humble, to have a fight and 
fence of our own vileneſſe and unworthi- 
neſſe, to an. acknowledgement of our 
infirmitics, weakneſſe, and great in- 
ſufficiency, and to a voluntary ſubmiſh- 
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ſought the Lord and heheard me, and 
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on of our wills in all thipgs to the'will of 
God: Alas inthetime of proſpericy, we 
are fo blinded with naturall pridc, and 
ſclf-love, that we never come to a cleer 
knowledge of our ſelves, norto a true 
valuation of our abilities, but arc pufc 
up with ſelf-conceit, having a greater 0- 
pinion of our own cxcellencies than they 
deſerve, imagining that though God 
(ſhould leave us to our ſelves, we could 
fand in our own might, refiftany temp- 
tation, and encounter. and overcome a» 
ny encmy, but when God bringeth us 
into afflitions, and exerciſcth us with 
licknefle, poverty, diſgrace, or lofſe of 
our neareſt and deareſt friends ; then are 
we by them brought to a light of our own 
frailey and infirmity, and by this experi- 
ence finde how unable we are by our own 
firength to indare the leaſt criall , and to 
get the upper haud of the weakeſt tempta- 
tion ; alas a proud heart is never bro- 
ken aud brought down but by affliftions? 
This was it which made Davidrto ſay, 2. 
Sam. 15. 26. Letthe Lord doc to me as 
ſeemeth good in bis own eyes. 

This was icthat brought, downe the 
proud heart of Meaneſſes King of Juda, 
when he had raged againſt God and his 
Saints with wonderfull infolency, but 
when 
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when he was in Captivey, faſt in chains, 
then this Wild Colc is ramed, his proud 
heart is down;he humbled himſelf great= 
ly before the Lord, 2 Chron, 33: 12. 

And thus we ſee in the Apoſtle Peter, 
how bold and confident he was in hjs 
owne ftrength, and opinion, till he fel! 
foulcly ; but after we heare of no more 
ſuch braggs : bur of this, more. 
hereafter. 

12 Afiidtions make us more diligent 
in praycr 3 for though we may be {lack 
and looſe in this holy cxerciſe when we 
are atcale and reft, yet when the weight 
of affliQion licth heavy upon us, it prefſeth 
out of us ftrong crics, and bitter fighs 
and tcares, this made David to cry out of 
the depth of his miſery, to roar for griefc 
of heart, to water his couch with his 
tearsandmaking his bed to ſwim,thcſe his | | 
perbolical ſpeeches expreſs theabundance | | 
of his ſorrow. | 
And this was it which made Facoh tobe | | 


End 


a. a. 4 as —_—_ ti. 4a;  AA>:a Vs Yan is tw mad eco wi RMA 


ſo earneft with God; his affliction and di- 
 fireſs, made him to be fo ſolicitons wich 
God, with weeping and ſupplications, 
a whole night together, and would not || | 
give over without a blefling, Hoſ.1243,4. || 1 
And this the Prophet ſaith, Tſrge! did, | | 
Iſay. 26+ I7, They poured ours their | | 
| ' _, prayers 
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prayers when the Lords chaſtning was 
upon them, 

Prayer is the beſt remedy for ſorrow? 
priefes are eaſed by groanes and utte- 
rance,the but opening of a veine cooleth 
the blood : And ſuch Evaporations dif- 
burdeneth and cooleth the heart ? *Tis 
ſome cafe to poure out our complaints 
into a friends boſome ; but no ſach re= 
freihinent as to disburden our hearts into 
the cares of God; prayer is the excrciſe 
of our graces: Aud graces exerciſed 
will yeild comfort, prayer folicites God 
for patience, that if we have a great 
burden, we may have a ftrong back 3 
prayer will beg hope and truft, to waite 
upon God for his fatherly care and love. 
It will ask a gracious improvement : 
The benefic of the rod, is a fruit of the 
divine grace, as well as the benefit of 
the word, and then ſhe begs deliverancey 
with a ſubmiſſion to Gods will, that in 
the meane time, they may be moderated, 
ſweetned, and ſanQified, in the iflue te 
. US, 

And ſurely there js no crofle ſo great, 
but prayer will lighten it 3 as there is 
none ſo cafe, but plodding and unthank» 
fullnefle will make it heavy. Oh let us 
then in all our ſorrowes and ſufferings, 
| make 
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make our complaints to our gracious ; 


God, and let. that time which is ſpene 
in aggravating crofſes and unkindnefſſes, 
be (ſpent in re-counting mercies - and 


deliverances 3; and then crofſes will 


be as ſmall in our account, as they be 
in truth. | 

And when our prayers begin to flagg 
and faint, as being moſt unworthy ac- 
ceptance, let us ſtrengthen our defires by 
the remembrance of Chrifts praying and 
interceding for us; if Chrift did not 
pray for us in our troubles and temptati= 
en*, no affliions but would be too big 
for our little hearts. 

13 And as affliftions beget prayer, 
ſo they beget and increaſe patience, 
- Which is our paſlive obedience, where- 
by we arc content that Gods will may 
be done inns, fuffcring with meckneſle 
and patience, whatſoever croſſes & affli- 
Qions it ſhall pleaſe him to infli& apon 
us. In proſperity our mindes are made 
weak and cfteminate, by reaſon that our 
too much having our wills, do make us 
wanton, and wantonnefſe doth make ns 
way-ward and peeviſh ; which cauferh 
us to ſhew great impatience in our ſmall- 
_ eſt croſſes, and to murmur and com= 

plaine, when but the ſight or ſhadow of 
any 
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any affliftion doth appear, oh how techy 
we are!if but a little rouchr in our reputa= 
tion? we form, tret, and fume, If we 
are ſcardalized, repioached, ilighted, 
contemned 3 we think they are ſuch in- 
dignitics as are inſuff:rable, and inſup- 
portable weights and burdens; the faulſe= 
houd and unkindnefie of afriend, Oh 
thac's not to be horn; it God croſle us 
bur a little in our «ſtates; we think our 
Jofle irreparable; if he cake away a child: 
from many, why then we overlooke all 
the r:{t, and keep whincing for that 
whereas ic had becn mercy if God had 
taker all, and left us but one 5 but if he 
add to take away a wife or husband, alas 
then there's no fuch griefs as ours 5 now 
we will go mourning to our graves, with. 
Kachell, we will not be comforted be- 
cauſe they are not 3 but when God lays 
on afflition to purpoſe, and whips us 
ſoundly for crying , now We areas qui- 
& as lambs; now we can kiſs the rod, 
and do any thing; and fay, Oh *wwas 


good that-I was afflifed ; thy Rod and 


thy Staff: they comfort me:2 now that 
burden that made us fink under, WE 
carry aWay With caſe 5 nuw the Scores 
azd reproaches of our enemies, which 
made us formerly weep, we cither hor 
: , an 
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and will not ſec them, or if we can-' 
not chooſe but heare and ſce coo, yet 
regard no more than a Lyon the bark Þ| oy 
of a Dogg. | ki 

Now 'the unkindneffe of a friend, } dr 
which would cut ſharper than a razor : || ha 
 (rime was) make us to think upon thoſe 
friends that are perfe&, and have left all Þ hi, 
their infirmities in the duft z now we pa 
are made to feek friendſhip with him, Pr 
that when oncc he loves, he loves to | Ga 
| the end; with whom there is no vari» || 4} 
ableneſſe or ſhaddow of turning : and to | mi 
be ſweetly contented with him alone, | trc 
- though all the friends in the world have Þ} if 
left us; and certainly he is unworthy || be 
to lay amy claim to God, that cannot} di! 
finde parents, kindred, friends, in him} m« 
alone. | 

And thus when we have ſweetly been 
brought to dothe will of God,we ſhall fi-ſj co 
| lently and contenxedly ſuffer it;paſſive o- || G 
bedicnce ſprings from ative: when we ch 
truly know it is Gods will, we indure ie] Dc 
with a quiet patience 3 conſidering that 
what ever befalls us, comes from his|} Gr 
good pleafure 5 and therefore thoſe that] th 
havc not inured themſelves to the yoak ||| to 
of obedience, will never indurc thef] D« 
yoak of ſuffering. | 
i Another 
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x Another thing we may obferve in 
Davids flight ; he was perſecuted by his 


K | owne Son, to whom he had bcen but too 


kind a Father; and truly thoſe chil- 
1} dren ſeldom proove happy to us, that 
have too much of our heart. 

Abſalom had deſerved death in caufing 
his owne brother to be ſlain : David 
pardons the, falt ; in him is verified the 
Yeoverd : Save a Malefaflor from the 
Galowes, and be will bang thee if be can. It 
Abſalom had had his Geſert beforc, David 
might have freed himſelfe from much 
| trouble and ſorrow ; hang*d he muſt be, 
if none will do it his pride ſhall ; and 
beſides, hang on record for the moſt 
diſloyalleſt craytor and rebell, and the 
mott diſobedienteft Son that ever the 
Sun beheld. 

Thus we fee, that if parents can be 
| content that their children ſhall croſle 
God, God will be content that their 
children ſhall be croſſes to them ; if 
David will not corre him,God will. 

Againe if Rulers will give life when 


is God calls for death, they ſhall help 


themſelves to ſorrow, and their friends 
| tolbames Gcd hath here a time to. pay 
David, and puniſh Abſalom, thus you ſee 
in Elies indulgence to his ungodly ſons ; 

2 rebuke 
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rebuke them he did, but reftraine'them; 
he did not, they ſhall be cxccated by the! 
Sword of an enemy,thoughnot of juſtice,}] ir 
and himfelſ{c ſhall die a fearfull death, x. n 
Sam. 4: 18. 1h 
And truly ic*'s worth our obfervation,}} h 
that when we make too much of the 
Creature , God makes nothing of them, |] t1 
And thus many times we nourifh ſuch} 1+ 
Vipers as in the end eats out our bowels ;Þ|| n« 
many a one doth by us, as Foeb ſervedi} « 
Abner, 2. Sam, 3. 27. Take us afide to S 
ſpeake with us quiecly, and then ftab us ;|| tl 
Alas, the truehcaricd lic moſt open toff le 
credulity ; and therefore cs very eafic to} m 
beguile their harmlcfle intentions: And if 
indecd no enemy ſo bad as a boſomef} m 
friend? andno enmiry burnes fo fari-|| h: 
ouſly, as that which ariſeth from the} it 
quenched coales of love: And this is ith ct 
that makes us take more gricvous the 
injury of 2 friend far greater, than the' 
malicious hatred of an encmy; for open 
hoſtiliy calls us to our guards; but we 
have had no fence againſt a truſted 
creachery. | cc 
Of all encmics *ts a miſery to have} It 
one very powerfull, or very malicious} bc 
if they cannat wound us upon proofes, | m 
they will upen likelyhood. 
An 
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m And: of all enemies he will be the 
he worlt that hath done us an irreparable 
ze} injury ; for when he fees the can make us 
1.4 no ſatisfation,, he will proceed to 
J hatred, and then to malice, and then 
n,{ hce'l ſeek our rvine, 
he And he is the worſt enemy that trrnes 
m.\ traytor, and turn traytor he cannot, »n- 
ch'Þ} leffe be hath bren a friend formerly -; 
s | now a traytor is much more dangerons 
cd} than a profefſcd enemy z anda fagi ive 
ro Souldier more pernicious in time of war, 
8; than he that affaulreth wirh open vio- 
to lence : Ambroſe could ſiy, That an cne+ 
to} my may.be ſhunned, but a friend cannor, 
nd} if he meancth to be treacherons 3 we 
me {| may eafily teks heed of him to whom we 
ri-f| have not committed our councells; biz 
the it 19 ſcarce poſhble to prevent his miſ- 
ith chiefs co whom we have intrufted 
theſ them. 
het And truly David never met wich fach 
Denf} eamicy from all his profeficd encmies as 
wef he had from thoſe which were once his 
ted familiar friends; Heare' what a pittifull 
| complaint he makes, Pfal. 55. 12:12,14. 
zve] It ic had been an enemy, 1 could have 
854 born ir; bur it was thou, mine equal}, 
my familiar iriend, in whom I delight- 
d, which did eat of my bread and went 
E 3 tO 
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to the houſe of God in company with 
me, this is he that hath lifted up his heel 
againſt mc. 

But let all Traytors lay to heart, how 


frequent have been examples of Gads 


vengeance on fuch : who ever ſaw a 
bloody Traytor come to a good end ? 
few or none ever eſcape the hand of God, 
or the ſword of the Magiſtrate, or 
their owne balter ; how died Zimri, 
Achitbophel, Abſalom, Z:bab, Judas, their 

owne hands made paſſage for their ſoules 
into helliſh corments, (as the divell 
once complained ) before cheir time. 

2 Butaretheſe all that David hath to 
encounter with ? theſe were dumb dogs 
that would have fnapt at his heels, nay 
at his head ere he had ſecn them; ne, 
there Is another fierce maftiffte, which 
flies at him with open moath ; Shimes 
will take advantage of this time to vent 
the old grudge and malice that lay lurk- 
ing in his heart, till a fit opportunity ; 
he was of the houſe of Saul, that was e- 
nough to make him an enemy ; ſotha 
we may conclude, that malicious 
wretches watch an advantage when they 
may do a miſchief : It is the common 
courſe of a curſed diſpoſition to trample 
upon thoſe which arc already _ 

2 his 
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This hath-bcen the praQice of Satans 
inſtruments in all ages, to inſult over 
miſery z and I would ic were confin'd eo 
them onely. Fob was bitterly ſpoken a- 
 gainft in his greateſt extremicy by his 
owne friends, and they no doubt Godly 
too, and cenſured for an hipocrite 
and yet he gives it out for a maxime, 
chat to him that is in miſery, pitcy 
ſhould be ſhowne3 and of all abjeQts of 
ſorrow, a diſtreſſed King is rhe moſt pit- 
tifall, becauſe ic preſents moſt the frailcy 
of humanity : the (orrowes of a depoſed 
King, are like the diſtorquements of a 
departed conſcience : which none can 
know, but he that hath Ioſt a Crowne, 
towards thoſe that have been alwayes 
poorc, Plety is not fo paſſionate : For 
they had no elevation to.make their de- 
preſſion ſeeme the greater wonder, Sure. 
ly a tender heart would have pittied Bg- 
jazet, and Valerian, (as they were mcn) 
the one in his Cage: the other when.he 
lay proſtrate as a footſtool to his proud 
foe, who would not have wept: with 
King Edward the ſecond, when his prince- 
ly teares were all the warme water, his 
butchers would allow-him to,ſhave him 
with ? When the hedge was his clothiof 
ſtate, and his throne the ground 3'/and 

| E 4 who 
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who would not have poured out unrey 
ſtia ne teares, to have ſeene King David 
got up Mount Olivet bare foot, and weep- 
ing as he went, to ſee all his Nobles and 
mighty men in mourning 3 and-to heare 
all the country cry with a loud voyce, 
2 Sam.15 23.30. And yet this miſcreant 
Shimei in ſtead of pitty, provdly inſults. 

Ab! With what ' ſpirits are they in- 
dued, that can greive, the greivedz and 
adde ſorrow to the over-burdened : 
What to put more waight to an over» 
charged b:ame, to laſh wich an iron rod 
that back which is already flaicd with 
whipping? Surely this property is not 
only inhumane, but diabolicall. To 
periccute a poor diftrefleed ſoule, it is the 


affliction ſuffer, 

*'Tis a hclliſh diſpoſition, how to 
watch to give a blow to the man that is 
already recling. 

-.. Again, Shimei charges David peremp- 
torily with the blood of the houſe of 
Saul, why ſhould we conclude that which 
neicher our cies did (ce byproofe, or our 


conjecture will injure innocence it ſelf. 
In matter of cenſure, nothing but a 


very extreamity that malice can doe, or 


earcs heare by report z but Calumny and, 


certaine knowledge, ſhould make us. 
give 
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| give a certaine judgement 3 fame, and 
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airc, are both tao weake foundations 
for unſpotted truth to build on 3 only 
deeds arc liable to the dowoe-right 


taxc? In things uncertaine, a bad con-. 


ftrution,muſt needs flow from a bad 
minde ; and therefore Malice and baſe- 
nefle, ever dwell with Calumny. And 
the deſire to diſgrace another, ſprings 
from the ſame fountaine. 

Cenſurcs will nos hold out waight, 
that have life only from the ſpungy cels 
of the common braine 3 why ſhould any 
paſſe a definitive ſenterice againſt any 
one whom we know but ſuperficially ? 
As if I were a God to ſec the inward 
ſoule. Nature, art, report, may all faile : 
Yea, ſometimes probabilityes. There is 


' nocertainty to diſcover a man by, but 


timeand converſation. 

Beſides Shimei rips up Davids faults, 
and layecs them to open veiw : David had 
polluted his hands in the blood of Uriab, 
though not of Sul: But God had waſhc 
them cleane : Who then durſt call David 
a bloody man? Its bad raking into 
thoſe ſores, which the blood of Chrift 
hath heal'd. | 


He is juſtly to be condemned for a 


traitor to reputation, and fociety : That 


tells 
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tells the private faults of his friend, to 
the publick, and depraving world; cer- 
eainly they have no worke or buſinefſe 
at home, in their owne conſciences - 
That have fo much leaſure in finfyll cu- 
riofity, and unneceſſary medling, and 
enquiring into other mens carriages ? 
Oh! What Malice, Spire, and pride, 
doe ſhew it felfe many times in thoſe 
Phariſaicall falſe-heart*,and finde-faults, 
to miſtake, and miſsinterpret an inno- 
cent neighbour; yea, and oftentimes to 
proclaime with great noyſc, and felfe 
applauſe,their own idle Malignant, for- 
geries, and fancies; for faults, of thoſe, 
who. are more righteous then they. *Tis 
an uſuall cuſtome, for malevolent Detra- 
ors, to diſparage others upon ſhghe 

- grounds, and little inftances; and in a 
matter of a diſcourteſy to dive into a 
mans minde, beyond his owne comment : 
Stirring up a doutbfull indignity, with- 
out proofes, that carry waight, or con- 

&vidtion. And many times for want of 
matter, they will ſnatch a report from 
the invenomed tongue of a tale-bearcr, 
And fo with his wicked wit, and wide 
conſcience, worke a World of reveng- 
full villany. 

Ah! there are too many, which 
thinke 
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thinke ft beft to raiſe their reputations, 
with the ruines of anothers; and to 
hold every inſolent detraftion from os 
ther mens ſufficiencics, an addition to 
their owne, | 

Let all cenforious buſi-bodyes, take 
heed, how they ſpeake of che infirmitieh 
of Gods people: Thou mayft ſpeaks 
the truth, and yet be aſlandererz and 
whiltt thou makeſt thy tongae, the 
whipper of thy neighbour : thou oftens , 
times proveſt a murderer. By mange * 
ling and martering his repatation , 
which if it live to recover its wound, 
yet ſcldome or never its ſcarre; and 
thecefore there can never bc a ſufficient 
recompence for an unjuſt {Jander. ' 

Let theſe motives prevaile with us 5 
what if he be a Saint thou ſo defameſts ?- 
it he be a Saint, he is one for whom 
Jeſus Chrift hath dyed, between whom! 
there is a necrer relation and union, 


$ 


- then betweene a man and his wife; will 


a loving husband indure to fee his wile 
abaſcd before his face ; ſcrioufly thinke 
the Lord ftands by and fſces all. He 
hearcs all thoſe conctumelious reproa- 
ches, and will weigh from what minde 
they doe proceed 3 whether from weake- 
nefſe, or, willfulnefle. And —_ 

e 
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a will repay, conſider that place, Nun. 
— WoW - 

i-1% 3, What ſaith God, (co Aaron and 

{Miriam, Saints) were you not affraid co. | 


g peake againſt my ſervant Moſes ? and 
then reaſon; ſhall I upon. the malicious 
"Inftigation "of a viperine broode, de- 


Þ diſgrace, diſcredite any one that- is 


$5 


, 
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{o ncer tothe Lord Jeſus; ſhall I caft a 
alicious glance, coy, or contemptuous 
poke againſt one of the bridegroomes 
riends ſhall I admit any falſe and forg- 
ed calumniation, againſt cheir ſpotleſfe 
12n0cency- Shall | invent intangling 
{aares to inveigle their charicable and 
credulous ſimplicity ? ſhall I have the 
Jeaft finifter conceipe againſt their up- 
Tight converſations? Woaat if they are 
blacke in regard of (uff:rings and afl' &i- 
ons outwardly ? And in regard of their 
Jofren fcailtyes and infirmityes inward- 
_ :Iy: Why yet let me thinke they are a- 
« [ miable, and lovely, in reſpe& of their 
' praiſe of picty, inward lincerity, and 
Chrifts righteouſneſſe, and ſanRification 
+ begun and kindled, which will never 
; gate out, What if, they are deformed 
- mn thtic owne eycs, and elteemed vile 
- in the eycs of athers: Nay, hardly 
- gracious in the eyes of a very few: yet 
are they honorable in. the efteeme of 


God, Ab! 
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' Ah ! How darc we ipeake il] of 
Childe of God : Or gpeive one that is 
ſo indeared to ſuch a fathers affcQiong] 7 
God loves his owne ſo tenderly ; th 
whoſoever offcrs a diſgrace to ther! 
ſhall be ſure to pay for it: Either j- 
teares Or torment. 

Let us therefore ſtudy and praQtiſe a 
right religious ordering of our tong 1 | 
and ler them be alwaies the touchſtone 

of our hearts, whereby we may eaſily 
diſcerne, whether they be heavenly niet- 
tall, or of earthly drofſe, And Tet us ne- 
ver ſpeake evill of any man, though 
truly: But with a defigne of charity, 
to reclaime him from chas evill;' and 
never uſe more words againſt any mans 
fins in publicke : Then we would make 
prayers for their ſoules in private. ,". 

Lei us take heed how we handle* the 
reputation of another : It is like'a 
white ball, which fullys by being oft 
from hand to hand, 

There be few which doenot (GE: 


times ſach ations as they would : 


not have diſcretion ſcan, unadviſed 
words may ſometimes fly from the 
congue, that the heart did neither hatch, 
nor barbour integrity it ſelfe, would 
not be awed by a blabbing ſpy. Aud 


thereforc 
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therefore in all our commerce, let us 
make frequent appeales to our conſci- 
ences: would I have this mcaſure met» 
Sour into mine owne ſoule; Oh! Let 
us abhor to ſpeake that .of another 
which we would not have another ſpeak 
of us,or ever condemne that in any one, 
which we would not have but pardoned 
in our ſelves; and what ever we doe or 
ſpeaketo thinke firſt, what will become of 
it, when its done. And though we cannot 
make a man worſe ro himſelte; yet we 
way render him vile to others. 

"How too many are there which pre- 
tend to mcet for better ends ; doe under 
Chrifts livery, carry a pack of falſe and 
flanderous tales : which they have raked, 
and ſcraped together, from their owne 
dunghill furmiſes : infinuating 1iften- 
ings, malicious whiſperings, pragmati- 
call inquifitiveneſſe into other mcns bufi- 
neffes ; and hear out of an itching humor 
of tattling, they lay abroad their rotten 
wares, defame their innocent harmelcfſc 
neighbours, which if any accidentally 
come in the while ; they (quickly pack 
upand are gone, 

Here their malicc draws conſequencier, 


a great way off from the premiſes; and 
conclude fins from inevident fignes3 and | 
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what reproach is here hatcht undera hear- 
ſay 3 they greedily take up, and vent it at 
the nexe meeting for an undeniable truth, 

Ah! Would they lay that place to 


- their hearts, Pſal.15, 3. Thoſe that. ſhall 


inherit Geds hil), are ſuch, as doth not 
back-bite with his tongue : Nor doth 
evill to his neighbour, nor taketh up a 
reproach againſt him. Note that he doth 
not onely, not ſpeak evill z but he doth 
not hear evil), with approbation ;. he 
taketh not up a reproach againſt. his 
neighbour. But theſe backbiters ſhall 
finde it by certain demonſtration to their 
own confciences, that they are as yet, 
the children of the devill, the father of 
lies and flanders, and have of him al- 
ready learned the very language of hell 
Job. 8.4.4- 

3 Abiſbai cannot beare this indigni- 
ty, though David will : And therefore 
deſires leave to take away his heads. 
Take notice, that, ungodly wretches thar 
cannot bridle their tongues againſt the 
children of God : are in the ready way 
to ruine. | 

And ſurely, it cannot be fafe to infulc 
over any. Into all ſenſitive creaturee, 
nature. hath put a kinde of vindictive 
juſtice, that in ſome meaſure they are a- 

| iC 
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ble co returne an injury ; if chey doe not. 


alwayes, *tis only becauſe they are not 
able. 


But man hath a more able, and more | 


and religion teaches him nor to bz fu- 
riaus: Yet with all, it ceaches him noc 
to be dull, 

Exiremities of injuries, often a- 
wake extremities of revenge; efſpe- 
cially if we meer with contempr from 
others, or finde diſpaire in our 
ſelves. | 

Nor fands it but with reaſon : That 
a ftiong patience, urged beyond it 
ſelfe : Should curne into the frongeſt 
rages diſdaine will baniſh patience, 
and bring in fury. | 

And truly ingenuity can bear any 
thing more eaſily, then the griete of a 
contumeiious reproach. 

I; argues a kinde of noblenefſe in 
that mans nature, that will pleade in 
the defence of his neighbours innocen- 
cie, and they that. will nar vindicate the 
name of a Chriftjan from calumination; 
cheſe in their ſilence, conſent to the {}an- 
der, that it is true. | 

'B:t yet here muſt be-great diſcretion : 
inthe apprekenſton of a quarrel) 3 Nec. 
| nRAathins 
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nothing finke beyond its weight 3 ſu 


daine apprehevfions uſually miſtake ; 


the ultimate judgement of reaſon is beſt. 

Alas, when the judgement makes too 
great a report of outward things to the 
affeftions : the affctions makes too 
great adore about them. 

And therefore many men may doe 
good things: and notdoc well in doing 
ir, becauſe he faileth in the end, and man- 
ner of doing. | 

Abiſhai*s zeal to Davids welfare per- 
ſwaded him to have taken off the head 
of Sal his undeferved enemy ; upon 
an advantage : But Davids Maxime took 


| place firſt in his owne breaſt. Who can 


ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Lords 
an0inted and be puiltleſſe, 2 Fam.26.9, 
And therefore that man. which will doe 
more then is fit; will in time doe more 
then is lawfail. He that now exceeds 
the meaſure; will ere long, exceed the 
manner. 

4 And now you may heare Davids 
an{were, with a kind of indignation 
at the thoughts of rcyenge. What have 
] to doe with you yee ſons of Zerutab, ler 
him car(e, &c. 

Where we have the greateſt humility, 
lic under the moſt grievous inſulting can 

be 
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be cxpreſt; and truly it argued a brave | 


Princely ſpirit in him, 
When Embaſſadours have. ufcd any 
indecencies to Kings: They doe not 


chide, bur deny them Audience as if. 


ſilence were the Royall way co reject a 
wrong. Ah! he injoycs a moſt noble 


compoſednefſe, that ſeates himſelfe a- ' 


' bore the __ of the injurious claw, 

nor doth he by this ſhew his weakeneſle 
_ his wiſedome, becauſe the wiſe rage 
caſt. | 

. __ David anſwers Shimei, not 
a word. See a patterne of patience, ina 
hearc fraughe fu!l of holy Magnanimity, 
and heavenly grcatneſſe; which watkt 


ſo high, that ſcorners, and tauntes could. 


not reach him; much lefſe troubles 
and afflictions prefſe him down ; he goes 
on his way, regarding, it no more then 
children that eannot judge. 

Indecd to.revenge an injury, is both 
cafic, and uſiall : And as the werld 
thinks, favours of ſome Nobleneſſe ; 


but religion ſayes the contrary, -and tells. 


us, *ci8 better to neglect it, then requite its 
And therefore if any one ſhall offer us an 
injury ; Lethim know, we can lee it, and 
ſcorncito take notice of it; unlefl: ir be 
ſuch, 2s the bearing is an off:nce. 


In 
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In an apparent wrong, its better ſome» 
times to diflemble ir, then play the 
waſpc, ſtrive. to returac a ſting ; it 
was Solemon3 Phyloſophy, that a wiſe 
mans glory was, in paſling by an 
offence. 

It ſtands not with the difcretion 
of a generous ſpiric, to return a puniſh- 
» | ment for every abuſe; ſome arc ſuch, 
e | as require nothing buc contempt co kill 
e | them; men doc not ordinarily ftrike 

dogs when they doe but bark. 

' And furely he hath: but a poore ſpirit, 
that is not planted above petty wrongs 3 
ſmall injurics we ſhould either not beare, 
or not minde. Nay though we yrere told 
them, we ſhould not know the Author; 
for by this we may mend our ſelyes, and 
never Malice the perſon. 

And traely it argue a man of a Gun» 
powder ſpirit, that a little ſparke of firc 
can ſo quickly blowe him up. 

A Very light matter will refreſh, and 
then againe diſcourage, a minde that 
reſts too much upon the liking of o-« 
there, and indecd it is a furc evidence 
thac a man lives more to opinion and re=- 
putation of others, then to conſcience z 
when his griefe is more for being difap- 
pointed of that, approbation which he 
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expects from man, Then for chis miſ- | 


carriage towards God; to feel an inju- 
ry to lyc heavier, then ſin; the weight 
of {1n. 

And ſurely our afflitions diſcover 
much our choyce and affc&ions : When 
outward croſſes, are our greateſt evill, 
*tis a figneGod is not our greateſt good. 

It is much to be lamented, thas many 
good people are with too much effeminate 
facility, ſo quickly moved, and touchc 
with every trifle. A ſpot, or wrinkle 
upon their garment, a diſh miſplaced 
on the table, or ſome Icfler toy, will 
turne many quite out of tune, and put 
them out of cheir humour into pelting 
chaffez and all this argues fuch men 
to be but of poorc ſpirits: For ſurely 
great mindes arc not moved but with 
great matters: It isa point of Chrifti- 
an wiſdome, to paſſe by many petty 
provocations to anger, without notice 
or acknowledgement, without wound 
or paſſion, and to digeſt many times the 
brawlings and indiſcretions of haſty 
men, with the ſame patience that ſarge» 
ons doe the injurics and blowes of mad 
men When they lect them blood. 

Ah! What a ſweet harmony is there 
in our foulcs, when we judge of things 
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as they are, and affe& gs we judge, and 
execute as we affet, Remembring tha c 
thoſe troubles chat come of neceſſity, we 
ſhould Iearne to beare with bouldneſſe 
_ and Chriftian courage. 

And thercfore as one faith, let us till 
maintaine a periſon of holy reaſons, 
againſt the aſſaults of ftrong paſſions: 
We may hope for the bcft, bux feare the 
worſt, and prepare to-beare whatſoever 
God ſhall pleaſe to lay on us. In this 
world of changes, we cannot reſolve 
upon alterations the minde is oue of 
frame : we cannot fay, tits or that erou- 
ble ſhall not befall : Yet we may in che 
ſtrength of God ſay, nothing that doth 
befall, ſhall make me do that which is uns 
beſeeming a Chriſtian, 

Where the ſpirit of God hath raken up 
his firme abode in the ſoule, it will licele 
ſet by any outward change ; he will lit- 
tle efteeme to be accounted: little in the 
cies of others, when he is ſo little in his 
OWNe., 

Let us therefore walke in ſuch a hea- 
venly diſdaine, amidſt the ſcornes of an 
inſulting generation: That the world 
may know we can live abave cvery con- 
dition; and that all our afflitione, are 
far beneath our hopes, , 
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And let it be our joy, to beare con» 
teneedly the unjuſt aſperſions of malici- 
ous cenſure : Who was there ever among 
the Saints, that was not ſlandered ?. 
though our accuſers may be believed a' 
while: Yet let our a&ions out-weigh 
their words: and the diſgrace ar laſt will 
ret with the Intender of the ill; chat 
ſtone that injury caſts, ever In the end, 
lights an its own head, . 

2 David lookes off from Shimei, to 
God that fet hima worke : Suffer him, 
God hath bidden him. Let him curſe, 
becauſe the Lord hath ſaid; curſe David. 

Let this teach ur, that Gods hand hath Y. 
a ſpeciall ſtroke in all oar :ffliftione, is 
there any evill in the City, (faith God, ) 
and | have not done it, Amos.3. 6. 

Heare what Joſeph ſays to his brethren, 
I am Foſepb your brother whom yee ſold: 
But God (ene me hither, Gen.45.5. And 
thus did fob from the Saheans, and Cal- 
deans, Which had robbed him, and {laine 
his Servants, to Qod: The Lord hath 
given 2nd the Lord hath taken, and ble(- 
ſed be his name, 7cb.1.21. | 

And indeed, the Preſident and pat- 
terne ef all humility : lookt ncither at 
 Herd,nor the Jewes, or Pilate, but to his 
father; ſhz]] 1 nor crinke of the cup that 

my 
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my father hath given me? And this was 
it which made David ſo ſweetly filent, 
Pſal.39 9. 1 was dumbe, and opened not 
my mouth becauſe the Lord did it. To 
flye upon inftruments as the maine cauſe 
of our croffes; is to declare our felves 
voyde of reaſon : So the dog bites the 
ſtone ; which would never have hit him, 
if it had not bcen thrown. 
It was'a ſweet meditation, a holy man 
of God, hath ſer down for his own ſup- 


'portand ours. He firikes me that made 


me, that moderates the world: Why 
ſtruggle 1 with him? why wich my ſclfe ? 
am [ a foole, or a rebcll? A foole if I 
am ignorant whence my aftliftions come: 
a rebell, if I know, and be impatient. 

And therefore, when ought falls out: 
contrary to our expedtation, Tet us not 
run to ſecond cauſes, butſay, God hath 
purpoſed it, as It 13 fallen out. He will 
make uſe of what inſtrument hepleaſeth: 
It is enough,ard his will be done,though 
ours be croſſed. 

So promiſcuous, and inconſtant is the 


adminiſtration of things here below, 


that they ſceme to ran upon whecles, {o 
doth Ezecbizl phraſe it, Chap. 1. But theſe 
wheeles have eyes. From which Meta- 
pborica!}, and Metonymicall expreſſior 
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their events, ſhewing the reaſon of their 
turnings, Which we ſee not. Yea,' and 
thoſe whecles move, as the bcafts ſtir 
them: To teach us, that there is nothing 
done on earth, but by the Lord in his 
infiruments 3 the whecles move, as they 
are guided by thoſe Angclls, move as 
they are guided by the ſpirit: And thus 
all is from the Lord. And leaft the faith 
of any be ovcrthrowne from the change 
of things: The Lord tcls us, that the 
wheceles are one within another, and ſo 
are the wingesof the Angells. There is 
an agrecablenefſc between them, and 
thus is it in the changes of a thouſand 
yeares. Now to looke upon Gods pro- 
vidence in ſome particular only, as upon 
a wheele or two, and not upon all at 


Once, a8 they are one within another, this 


deceiveth us, | 
When we looke upon honeſt Foſeph in 
his diſgracefull impriſonment onely ? 
On innocent David, in his fcorne and 
contempt in the Court; and under the 
reproach of curſing Shemei ; on juſt Na- 
beth, condemned to death by falſe 
witneſſes, and zccordingly ftoned; who 
ſay we ſhall riſe againe to ſhew his inno- 
cencic? on Paul held the worſt man of 


we may ce, that there is ſomething in 


Angell, and theſe a ſpiritto guide them. 


ends his dayes. And firlt ſetleth David in 
' the Kingdome of Fuda ; then ſb beſpetb 
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two wicked men. And- thus is David 


| for the booke of the Chronicles before 
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his time 3 on the Church, as in the daies 
of Queene Heſter, but if we looke upon 

all theſc paſſages, all at once , we ſhall 
ſec that they have ics 3 that they have 


On theſe wheelcs is Foſepþ brought by 
the ſale of his brethren to Pharas*s Stew= 
ard;by the falſe accuſation of his Miftris, 
be is caſt into priſon : By the interpretati- 
on of the priſoners dreams he is brought 
10 Pharaoh's knowledge, and ſoto great- : 
nefle in his Court. : 
Thus whilR& David ſits fill : Doth þ 
the Lord vex San! by the Philiftins, and | 


falling out wich Abner about a word for- 
ſakes him; T{þ-beſhetb ſhall be ſlain by 


fairly brought co the Crowne, even by 
theſe wheelcs, 

Thus in the dayes of Queene Heſters 
when the Church was upon the point of 
deftra&tion; that the King could not 
ſleep that night. That he ſhould call 


another : And that in this booke, that 
placc which contained Mordecayes reveals 
ing the treaſon againſt the King ; ſhould 
revoke his decree, and fo the Church 
injoy 
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injoy deliverance : ghris plafnly proves, | 
- that in all thoſe various, and firange 
adminiftrations of accidents that doe 
befall uz: that God not onely made, but 
wiſely difpoſes of all. Surcly theſe 
wheeles have eyes, and a fpirit to 
guide them, 

- And therefore in all our wrongs and 
injuries, let us looke up to the firſt mo- 
ver, and diſcharge the meancs. *Tis 
true, the inftruments may be unjuſt, 
nay, cruell in their wronges, bur the 
cauſe is juſt from him that did infli& 
them; wicked men are rods in the 
hand of God, and at them -muſt looke | 
never, but as they are in the hand of 
an Almighty power ; wherewith when 
he hath ſufficiently corre ted us, he will 
caſt them inco the fire. 

Gen. 28.12, Fecoh wondring at the de- 
ſcent,and aſcent of Angclls on the ladder 
in the viſion ; Jaokerh up to the top,and 
there ſees God ſending them with their 
errands: fo one Angell ſmites us, and 
another delivers us : Kan if we look up, 


we ſhould ſee God in both. 

3 As David acknowledgeth God to 
be the principle cauſe of bis afflictions : 
ſo he quietly, and pajiently fabmitterh 
himſelfe to bear them. 


A 


 Keperimentall Obſervations 


IN] +4OQORP 


A patient ſubmiſſion unto Gods will, 
and a faithfull exerciſe under his viſit 
ing hand, is an unfallible demonttra- 
tion, thas we are children and not 
baſtards. | | 

. Saith David, the Lord hath ſaid earfe 
David, who then ſhall (ay wherefore haſt 
thou done ſo? A 

And thus elſewhere he patiently ſub- 
mitteth himſclfe to be affliftcd at his 
good pleaſure, 2 Sam. 15.26. But if (faith 
he) he thus fay, I have no delight in -' 
thee, behold here am I, let him doeto 


. me as ſeemeth good in his cies. 


So good old Elie, when he heard from 
Samuel what a fearefull worke God 
would doe to his houſe : quietly he hum« 
bleth himſclfe : ſaying, it is the Lord, 
let him doe what ſeemeth him beft, 
i $am.3.18. 

Thus likewiſe ob, once have I ſpoken; 
yea twiſe, but I will proceed no further: 
I will lay my hand upon my mouth, and 
abhor my ſelfe, repenting in duſt and 
aſhes. 

Lo Hezechiah ſweetly ſabmits : when 
he looketh up to God : what ſhall I fay ? 
For he hath ſaid it to me, aid he hath 
dene ttyTſa-38.13- © 47 

It is the ſafeſt way, when Gods hand 


is 
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mouthes, and do as Feren did at thefeare- 
full dcath of his ſons - when he hearcs 


Moſes to tell him, that God would be - 


GnXifed in thoſe that did draw neere 
unto him ? He held his peace, Lev.10.3. 

Thus thoſe Saints in the 21. As. 
14, Conclade their argiiments with 
words of ſubmiſhon, concerning Payles 


ourney to Jeruſalem; the will of the 
Lond be done. 

Now as all eycnts whatſoever, arc by, 
and according to the will of God : foto 
this will of God, muſt we ſweetly ſub- 
' mit in all crofſe accidents whatſoever we 
Cither feelec or feare. | 

This have the Saints in all ages done, 
when they ſaw once the the mind of God, 
they quicely yeil ded, 

So Mavwritizs the Roman Emperour 
when after the buxchering of his loving 
- Wife, and tender children, before his 
face, at the command: of the Tirant 
Phocgs : he was «o a& his owne part in 
that mournfull tragedy, in his fleſh at 
firſt, like a grudging Iſraelite, began to 
repine and draw back : but after ſome 
paſſionate panges, he humbly ſabmits, 


with theſe words : juft art thou O Lord, 
And 


and juſtare thy judgements, 


1s on Our back, ro lay our hand on our 
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And this is patience indecd ; when we 
are content, without murmuring ar re» 
pining, to refigne our ſclvcs into Gods 
hands,to be dealt withall,even as it ſhall 


| ſceme good to him, both for the time 


and meaſure of our afflition.We muſt,not 
only,not ſink-under them: but not ſhrink 
from then, Stay in them, cill he that laid 
them on, ſhall pleaſe to cake them 
oft. 

1 If we would fcriouſly confider, 
who this is that afflits us? Why, it is 
che Lord, who is infinite in glory, power 
and Majeſty : who having created ng of 
nothing, may diſpoſe alſo of us accord- 
ing to his pleafare, for why ſhould the 
clay murmur againft the potter 3 daft 
and aſhes againſt the glorious King of 


| heaven and carth, Who meaſurerh the 


earth with his ſpan, and poyſeth itas in 
a ballance; who upholdeth all things 
by his word : and ruleth them at his 
good pleaſure. In him we live, move 
and have our being, fo thar if he ſuſtaine 
us, we continue : but if he blow upon. 
as, we are preſently gone, and returne a- 
gain unto our duft.. 

2 As God is infinite in majeſty and 
ower : ſo is he juſt in his judgements, 
is wayes are paſt finding out, Hath he 

correed 
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- then we deſerved, hath he caken away 


our dearcft friends by dcath ; why he 


took away nothing but what he gave? he 
never gave any thing abſolutely, and for 
eycr : but only to ufc for a time, till he 
againe did call for it 3 and therefore ſee- 


ing the Lord hath cakcn nothing but his 


owne : let us not ſay we have loſt it, bur 
only reſtored it to che right owner, 

.3 Let us beare paticntly whatſover 
comes from God, becauſe he is gaodnefle 


It. ſelfe : from whom there can come no. 


evill. Is is he that ruleth the world, 
and ordercth all things for thc beſt : 
taking care of every particular perſon : 
neither doth, nor hath any evill in 
him. 

" God is the fountaine from whence 


all goodneſlc flowes:if he be good croall: | 


he is abundantly good to his owne ;. if 
he be ſo ſweetto thoſe that ſeeke him: 
how beyond exprefiion will he be to 
thoſe that finde him. | 

Now who may better chaſtize us, then 
he that created us; who more right to 


corre& and nurture us, then he who feed= [7 


eth and narſeth us. 
We ſeethe moſt ſavage beafts, which 
wiJl not indure the looke of a w—_ 
| \ Wi | 


corre&ed us ſharply,ſurely *rwas no more * 


] will rake. ftripes from their owner, who 
fecdeth and tendeth them; and ſhall we 
more brutiſh then they, ſnarle and repine 
when ebe Lord, who not only givech ug 
food,but alſo maketh it nouriſhment,doth 
chaftjze.us for our goods 

The Lord is our King and Soveraigne 
unto whom we are to yeild abſolute obe- 
' dience : and therefore if earthly Pringes 
doc puniſh their ſubjeCts, and judge them 
inſolent if they repine, and rebellious 
if they reſiſt : not enduring expoſtula» 
tion, or to have their ations called to 
account, nay, though they be unjuſt. - 
How then ſhall we be acquitted, when 
| being correfted by God, we impaticntly 
mu;mure : and by uſmg, unlawful 
meanes tO free our ſelves, az nuwch as in us 
lieth, refft him in his moſt righteous 
judgements : which are all diſpoſed'for 
cur good, if we ſubmit our ſelves unto 
them. Seeing by ruling us thus on carth, 
he fitecth us to raigoe with him in hea- 
Ven. 

Ah! Therefore let us not looke to 

the interiour cauſes, by which oar croſ- 
| ſes are immediately impoſed, but unto 
the Lord our God, who is the cheifc and 
ſupreame cauſe of all our affliions. 
Lit us not looke to infiraments, and 
aggravate 
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aggravate our ſorrowes by circum- Þ 
tances : as looking upon our affli&iony_ 
with an impotent impatience, becauſe | 


our cnemies are malicious, proude and 


inſolent tn the carriage of the matter : 


bart to God, which ay meth at nothing 
bat our good. LE 


Thus faith Chrift co Pilate, thou, 


conldeft have no power, except it were 
given the from above. | 
Thus likewiſe doe we make our bur- 
dens in ſapportable, when we too much 
looke upon the treachery, negle&, or 


unkinde dealing of fome friends; of. | 


whom we have deferved well, and there- 
fore leaft of all ſufpeAed to have rc. 
ceived from them fuch hard meaſure 3 
Alas! if our chonghts mount no higher 
then thoſe broken reeds, we may fit downg 
and die of difcontent. 


And therefore *cwas ſweetly ſaid of a 


holy and experimenrall Divine Iacely : 
that unleffe we Jearne to ſuffer from the 
hands of Saints, as well as from ungodly 
perſons, we muſt never looke to live a 
merry day. So ſay I, unlefſe we can 
beare the fallings off ; the falſehood, 
and treachery of a beloved friend, we 
{hall never come to poſſefſe pure paticnce 


indecd. EY 


And 


* 
: 
oy: 
E 


wW x a .cÞ To 


- 


Saks 


ww 
— 


perimental Obſervatiwns. _ Si 


F And thus many times when ought be- 
falleth us through our owne default, negs 
| ligence, or Want of providence: we 


adde unto it the weight of many crimi- 
nations, and oftentimes falſe accuſations 
againft our ſelves, as thongh'it were not 
heavy cnough in it ſelte to prefle us 
downe, unlefſe we added thereunto the 
loade of © bitter invettives againft our 
owne negligence, and of ſharpe cenſures 
for our owne faultinefle, as being the 
cauſe waich hath brough: upon us thoſe 
crofles and calamities. 

Bat we muk lift up the eies of ous 


| minde above the carth uaco heaven, and 
{ conſider that the Lord is the chicfe cauſe 


of all our afflitions: and like a juſt 
judge uſeth wicked encmics, falſe, and 
fading friends: Yea, and alſoour owne 
improvidence, and negligence, as the 
executioners of (his righteous -judge- 
ments: cfeCting by theſe meanes his 
owne purpoſes for the advancing of his 
glory, and alſo for our cternail good. 
And therefore let us patiently look up, 
eye him which is inviſible, who hath 
power in his own hand, to reftrainc their 
fury, bridle their malice, work their 
falſechaod, and treachery, and make uſe of 
our own weaknefſe and failings for our 
future advantage, . G Waiting 
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ing to help ur, or bearing patiently what 
ahe Lord impoſeth on us, are a like right 
pleaſing and acceptable ſervices unto our 
God : which he is wont to crown with 
mulkiplyed, and overflowing refreſhings 
when he comes. They that waite upon 
the Lord, fhall renue their firengch, they 
ſhall mouns up with wings as Eogles : 


they ſhall cun and not be weary, they | 


ſhall walk and noi faint; 12.40.31. . 
Ah! We have not patiently waited 
ſo many yeares in the mcanes of grace 
for comfort, as God hath walted for our 
converſion. | 


Waiting. paticntly for the Lords come | 


Ler us reſolve to doe as much as wet c 


can 5 and ſuffer as much in obedience to 
God, as we can ſuffer for neceſlity, or 
paſſion, feare, or defirc: and ſurely if 
we Can for one thing, we can for ano» 


ther : and there is nothing wanting but 


_ the minde; and therefore let us noi ſay, 
we cannot indure this: for God would 
never haye ſent it, if he had not known 
_ us ſtrong enough to abide ie; onely he 
that knowes us well already, would alſo 


takethis occaſion, to make us know our | 


{clves. 

And eruly there is. an arg or 8kill of 
bearing troubles, (if we could learne it) 
__ without 
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without overmuch troubling of our 


ſclves: as in bearing of a burden, there 


isa way ſo to poize it, that it weigheth 


not. over-heavy : if it hangs all on one 
fide,ia poizeth the body down. Thius is it 
when we lay all the weights in the ſcales 
of creatures, and other crofle accidents, 
occafioned by our ſelves. We pull the 
greateſt part of our troubles upon. our 


| ſelves, by not imparting our care ſo as to 


take upon us the care of duty, and leave 
the reft to God. 

Ah ! Let us not thinke the day of the 
Lord too little, and the day of man too 


{| much: but relye on the all-ſifficiene 


God; accounting | it nothing tobe 
judged by man, as knowing in whom 
we have believed: and that it is enough 
that our judgement 'is with the moſt 
high : and the uprightneſle of our hearts 
are known to him : and that our praiſe 
18 with him, 

And at leaſt wiſe ſhall we be accounted 
patient ſufferers : if finding impagicncic 
to ariſe in our affeRtions, we ſhall be dif- 
pleaſed with our ſelves for it. And to 
checke and chide our foules for our im- 
patiency, ſaying as David, Pſal.62, Yet 
my foule be filent to Febovah. 

-Neither' muſt we be patient for a fit; 
G 2 QC 
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or take patiently one crofſe, and fume. 

. and iret for another; bug we muſt with a 
Chviſtian Magnanimity be able to beare 
all. Thus we ſec did Fob, after one | 


afflition, he patiently indured another, 
until] they were exceedingly multiplied 
in number, and increaſed in weight, 
And this was the praftice of the Pro- 
het, Iſa. Chap.26.9. In the way of thy 
judgements. O Lord, have we waited for 
thee. So likewiſe the Church, L:m. 3.26, 
It is good (faith ſhe) both to truftgand. 
$o waite for the falyation of the Lord. 
And let usnot in a blockiſh ftupidixy, lye.'] © 
under the corre&ing hand of God, as if | ff 
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we had no ſence, no, no : God will have { 
his blowes felt, and 'as Ambroſe well ob- 
ſerved; they doe nat deſerve the praiſc | t 
of patience, who indure without com» | x: 
plaining, the wounds of adverſity, when 
being benummed, they have no ſence of | 
paine. 2 F 
And thereforc moderate griefe for 'of- | w 
fending fuch a gracious father, may very | p; 
well ftand with true patience 3 we ought | w 
togrieve, (faith a holy and experimen- a 
tall divine, one of a thouſand) when | G 
God rrebukes: yet as children to their | 
fathers ſcourge 3 with ſhame, with feare, | +c 
and with fibmiflion. and as as" to | fi 
theic 
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their fathers love, witi neacts Inlargeds 
and love redundant, weep?, atid loye. 
and as ciildcen to their fathers aime,. 
with holy changc, and fv!ieit c*forma* 
tion. And at cn1jdren to tticir fathers 
bounds, with cye to preſent time for pre= 
ſent duty. Ah ! Le: vs Rady what is our 
preſent duty, and God will ftudy what 
ſhall be for our future comfort. And then 
may we ſafely expe& God in his wayes 
of meccy; when weare in his wayes of 
obedience. 

And let us likewiſe bcare our: affliQti- 
ons freely and willingly : ſweetly and 
 filently, putting our necks under the 

yoake, and willingly kiſfing the rod. 
For if we got to the croffe as beares to 
the take, we ſuffer not in obedience 5 
remember what the Lord Jeſus hath faid 
| he that taketh not 

up hiscroffe daily, cannot be my diſciple. 
Forced ſuffering againſt our wills, 18 not 
worth the name of patience 3 Over- 
powered ftrength may bearc in policy, 
when it muſt yeild of neceſſity : but lit- 
tle thankes for ſach bearing,in reſpect of 
Gad, to chooſe to bearc rather then not 
when God chaftiſeth, and his will is fo 
totake up the crofſe, when fleſh might 


finde the way to ſhift it 3 Chriſt calling 
bo 2 thereunto 
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duty : not dull paſſion, or paticnce per« 
mM And there's a wide erence te 
eweene taking up our crofle, and baving 


it laicd on usz many a one beares a 


forced burden, whether they will, or no, 
grudgingly, and with repining : no re- 
ward for this, but then is our fortitude 


worthy of praiſe, when we can indure' 


to bemiſcrable willingly, 

And willingneſlc implieth cheereful- 
neſſe : and ſo we muſt be too. Burt here 
then you may object. Is it not required 
that we ſhould be affcQed with ſorrow 
in our ſufferings * and moderately 


mourne-in our crofſes and aftiitions : 1 


and how then can wc at the ſame time 
rejoyce: lceing joy and mourning, arc 
oppoſite one to another, 

For anſwer hereunto, we muſt know 


that Chriftian forrow & rejoycing, may | 


well ftand together : ſeeing the one 
maketh way for the other : for therefore 
we bewaile our fins, that we may rejoice 


in the affurance of the pardon of them, | 
of our reconciliation with God, and of 


our intereft in all the gracious promiſes 
of the Goſpell. So that though we give 
the firft pars co be ated by ſorrow, yet 
Tet us not alwayes have it continue in 4 

Chriftian 
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thereunto ; this is ation, and truth of 
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Chriftian heart: for fo it would grow 
Immoderatec : but after this our unfained 
repentance for fin, and our affurance of 
pardon with God, Ict us have fpirituall 
rejoycing : not only when we have a 
confluence of thoſe left-handed bleſſings : 
bat in tribulation and afilitions. 

Againe, oppoſites may agree In the 


| ſame ſubje&, at the ſame timc, in a die 


ycrs reſpe&, for ſo we mourne becauſe 
by our fins we have crucified the Lord 
of life : but rejoyce, in that by his death 
he hath wrought the worke of our re- 
demption 2 we may at the ſame time 
mourne in the fight of our ſins becauſe 


' we have difhonoured by them a gracious 


father : and yet rcjoyccy in that our 
ſorrow affureth us, that they are forgiven 
us, and we received into Gods favour. 
We may mournc in the ſence of our pain 


and ſmart: but rejoyce in It, as It i8 a 


hgne of our adoption; when God cor- 
reActh us as his children, that we mighs 
not be condemned with the world. So 


that we may ſpend our dayes ina joyful 


mourning, or a mournfull joy, 
And thus by ſence of paine, the Lord 


maketh the fleſh to mourne, that ic may 
be mortifiedgreſtrained from f1n for feare 


of puniſhment, and 


by this Cpl:icuall 
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Joy apprehended by faith, o.:r good Gadd | | 
retreſhcab the ſpirituall par”, tar it may 
not faint and yic}d when tl: + fleſh tempt» 
ech it to murmiuring, ai.d diſpaire. Ah] 
Ie js the: ſwerrncf]: of Gus Jove that 
alayerh ibe fowerncdle of all our affli. | 
ions, This made David to ſay, Pal. 
94.19. lathe multicade of my thonghts 
which ace Within mc, thy corutorts de» 
light my ſoule, 

Labour we then for patience under all 
our preffares, it will lighten all our 
croſſes, and Icflon onr paincs. Patience 
In afflictions (as a father faith) will 
make us Martyrs without either farc or, 
ſword. And therefore miſery it fclfe Þ 
cannot make us miſerable: Let us chen 
rcjoyce and be excecding glad, for great 
will be our reward in heaven. And lee the 
confaderation of this, {weeten the bitter» 
nefſe of -our cup, that according to the 
weight of our afflitions here ; ſhall be 
the weight of our glory hereafter. Who 
would nor then bc content to drinke of 
Chrifts viniger and gall in this world 
fo he migh Trinke that new wine with | 


 kimin his heavenly kingdome. | 
Ob. But how ſhall we obtaine this pas” 

tience, and a Cheerfull bearing up the Þ 

head under all our preflures? y 8 


as * s. 
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Anſw. We muft know that patience Is 
nd natorall faculry, or inherent quality, 
which is borne and bred with us; for 
| naturally We «rc peeviſh and impatient, 
at | if we are never {@ (ite crofi:d of our 


i= | wills; murmucicy and repining againft 
I, Divine providcnce, and therefore this 
ts flower isnot to Þc found in the barren 
Ch deſert of corrupred nature, where it ne- 


ver grew? neiher is patience attained 
Wi! by the help of ne4wurall reafon, and Phi- 
LF loſophy,' which propeundeth unto us 


ce only ſhadowes »vf comforts, that have a 
LY feeming ſhew a far off, but vaniſh away 
or when we (ecke to catch them. Theſe 
fe | props which uphold patience, are guild- 
en ed over but with humane Wit, Art and 
Aar Eloquence, which ſeem to be of ſome 
he ſtrength, ſo long as our patience is un- 
fe burthened : but when once patience is 
he preſſed with the Icaft weight *'of affli= 
be &ions 3 then they faile, and breake, be- 
10 wraying their weaknefſe and inſufficien- 
of | cy: together with the folly of thoſe 
1d | who invented them, and of us who truft- 
th 1 ed in them. 7 

j Alas ! The Philoſophers ( for the 
ae} moſt part) were ignorant of the chiefe 
heJ cauſes of all afflitions, not aſcribing 


27 « them unto God, and his moſt wiſe and 
Tho | Juft 
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Jaſt providence : but unto fate, and de. 
fany, chance and fortunc { never Jook- 
ing unto the. chieie deſerving cauſe 
which is fin: but imagined that all 
croſſes hapned by the guidance of blinde 
fortune 3 which put no difference be. 
tweene the good and bad, juſt and unjuſt: 
and fo accordingly did they apply talſe 
remedies, which were as loathſome as 
the diſeaſe which they ſo:ght to cure, 

Epigetwg, was one of the wiſeſt of all 
the Philoſophers, and yet what cold 
connſell doth he give, as namely that |] 
we muft beare patiently that which we | 
cannot avoid : whercas that alone, is e- 
nough to make a man break out into all 
impatiency, when he ſhall confider that 
his miſeries which arc preſently intolle- 
rable, are alſo incvitable for the time 20 
come; that we doe beare thoſe burthens 
which are common to many: and that 
we have innumerable companions in our 
griefes, that all mankind are ſubjeQ to 
manifold miſeries, and afiliftions, and 
cherefore we muſt not take it 111, if we be 
not exempted from the commonlot; bug 
in the mean time, theyimake no mention 
of Gods providence difpofing of all our 
»YiQtions,and turning them to our good: 
they do not ſhew that they are Papers 
| one 
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oned tothe meaſure of our ſtrength, ſo as 
they ſhall never overwhelme us : nor thar 
they are the chaftiſements of a gracious 
Father, and the fruits of his loveapain ; 
they put us in no hopeandaſlurance, thag 
God is preſent with us in all our troublegs, 
and, in his good time will deliver us out 
of all our affliftions; and therefore we 
are not to truſt to thoſe who are but mi- 
ſerable comforters at the beſt. 

Now if we will be ſure to have true pa» 
tience in our aflitions indeed ; we muſt 
ſeek for it where it is tobe found ; and 
that is from the Father of lights, from 
whom evcry good and perfect git: doth 
come 3 now God hath promiſed tha 
what ever we a8k according to his will 
(bclecving) we ſhall obtain : ſince there- 
fore we have a Promiſe, let us go te God 
by prayer, and ina humble boldnefle put 
him in mind of that word : call upon me 
in the day of trouble, and I will hear 
thce,and thou ſhalt glocifie me ; and truly 
we nevcr gloritic God morc, then when 
we ſcek deliverance from God, and pati- 
ently expeU it from him alonc. | 

God doth many times, as render Mo» 
thers doc with their children that ſtray 
away from them; which cauſe them to be 
frightned, that they may gcturn and caſt 


theme 
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themſelves into their armes for prote&i- 
on, ſo doth our good God cauſe theſe 
bugbcarcs of affliftions to meet and ter- 
rifle us, when we have run away from 


him; and ſuffcreth vs to be deprived of 


all other helps and comforts, that we may 
with fulnefſe of affiance reft wholly on 
him. | 

Ah! if we would conſider thas fo rea- 
dy is the Lord co hearken unto the fuites 
of thoſe that pray unto him, that when he 
ſceth this diſpoſition in them, he promi- 
ſeth that before they call, he will anſwer, 
and while they ſpeak, he will hear, 7ſa;. 
65. 24, and again Pſal. 91. 15. he ſhall 
call apon me, and I will hear him, I will 
be with him in trouble, will deliver him 
and glorific him, fo in Pſa. 145: 19. he 
vvill fulfill che defice of them that feare 
him, he alſo yyill hear their cry, and 
vvill ſavc them. 

And indeed there can never bea ſtrong- 
er prop to uphold our patience, then fer 
vency in prayer : faith the Apoſtle Fames, 
chap, 1. 5. if any of you lack wiſedome, 
( namely that wiſedome ſpecially which 
inableth us to bcare the croffe, with com- 
fort and patience) let him ask of God, 
which giveth to all men liberally, and re- 
proacheth no man; and it ſhall be given 
him, O1! 


| 


many at "IY mnt. I-# PXY a. aan: R4 a 


x perimental Obſervarons 95 

Oh ! how it eaſeth us of our griefes,and 
lightcneth our hearts of the burden of 
our aflitions, when as we Iay open our 
grievances beforc God, and pour out all 
our complaints into his boſome 3 now if 
it be an eaſe to our aff; Fed minde, it we 
may communicate our griefesto a deare 
friend, that at leaſt we may be pittyed by 
him, though ke have no ability to kelp,or 
releeve us: then how much more caſeand 
comfort ſhall we finde, in laying open 
the cauſe of our griefes before our hea« 
venly Father? who as he infinitely ex- 
ceedeth all the tendcreſt Fathers in the 
World, in pitty, in love, and compaſſion; 
ſo he is able, when as it ſhall be moſt for 
his glory, and our comfort, to free us out 
of all our miſeries and aflitions. 

Now. a main ftrengthener of patience, 
18 providently to foreſee crofſes approach. 
ing this the heathen Sencca preſcribed as 
a way to be rid of carc and feare, and to 
attain unto full ſecurity ; that whatſoe. 
ver evill we may feare to be coming, we 
ſhould ſappoſe, that it will certainly 
come, and ſo exerciſe our ſelves to bear jt 
willingly, before we be conſtrained to 
deace it upon neceſlity, 

Let us then prepare ovr felves for the 


ime of adverfity, ard confider that thoſe 


things 
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things which have hapned unto others ; 
may alſo befa]lus : and beare thoſe affli- 
ions which at any time may be layed 
upon us. 

But above all, let us not fix our hearts 
upon any thing in the World, but ufe the 
benefits of this life, as though we uſed 
them not,and injoy them fo,as thofe who 
are preſently to foregoe them ; for thoſe 
chings which we poſlſefle with immode- 
rate love, we alwayes loſe with immode- 
rate gricfe, and if we look upon our tern- 
porall bleſſings, as upon perpetuitics, we 
ſhall ſubje& our ſelves, to much ſorrow, 
and finde ſmall patience, when their lofſe 
proveth unto us., that they Were but 
moveables. | 
Its goodto forethink when we are ho- 

noured in the World, and have every 
mans tongue a8 a T campet for our praiſe; 
the time may come, we may be as much 
diſgraced and defamed : for this hath be- 
fallen to many before us, and will happen 


to many after us: and why not then un- 


to usalſo among che reſt ? then ſcrioutly 
let us confider, and examine our hearts 
how we ſhould bc able to beare is : if we 
ſhould be cat down out of the bigh 
Throne of honour and reputation ; into 
the loweſt bottome of ſhame and ligroos 
an 
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and with whatreaſons and arguments we 
might ſtrengthen our paticnce : and mi- 
tigate and moderate our gricfe and hea- 
vincſle, 

Thus vvhen vve abound vvith riches, 


| and have ſuch plenty of earthly things, 


that vve have not onely for our ſelyes a 
ſufficiency of all vve can deltre, but are 
alſo ab)e to give to others, and-make 
them beholden unto us 3 novy then 
let us think, hovv vve could patiently 
beare a change of all theſe things, eur 
fil\ks for rags, our full tables for courſe 
and ſcant fare; nay, may be to be con- 


| icained to ask relcef even of thoſe which 


formerly vve have ſupported, and to rc- 
ceive it grudgingly, or to be ſhamefully 
denicd. 

So likevvifc vvhen vvc have friends, 
and acquaintance vvho novy fmilc up- 
on us, making airy covenants of perpe- 
euall leagues, pretending fuch dearneffe 
of affeFion, that our entertainment ſhall 
be the very beſt, and our vyclcome huggs 
and imbracements, that in the middeſt of 
our delights, vve ſhould confider thax 
they are not only mortal] buc mutable ; 
they may become our greateſt encmies. 
Novyv lIct us forecaſt hoyv vve could bear 
it, to have their ſyveercit diſcourſe turn- 
; ca 


9C LA DETIMEERLAN UDNIer Vatroree, 
cd into ſilence 
ſee ſuch a change in their countenance, 
that in ſtead of ſmiles, vve ſhall read 
flighting, contempt, diſdaine;z vvhen 
they vvill not honorur fo far, as to give 
a reaſon for their eftrangment, or admit 


of an apology to plcad the fincericy of 


our hears towards them : but ſhall loade 
as with the burden of their unkindnefſſes, 
not only trying, but eyring our patience 
with their wrongs, which ſtick: cloſer to 
cur heart?, then all the injurics and out» 
rages of a profeſſed encmie. 


And thus likewiſe for our neereſt and 'Þar 


deareſt relacions;of Husband, wife, childe, 


&c, let us caft a ſerious look on them,and _ 
confider, they may quickly be taken a» | 
vvay from us: any of them, all of them, ' 


dcath will not be bribed : will not heark- 
en to any of our crics, teares, or ſighs: oh 
then let aus reaſon with our (elves, how 
{hall vve be able to endure aparting, when 


. we cannot indure the thought of it ? how 


(hall we grapple with the ſubſtance, when 
the ſhaddovv doth ſo affright yg ? 

Oh ! therefore vvhatſoever vve may 
loſe of that vyhich vve moft love ; Jet us 
think that it is novy in loting, or ſuppoſe 
it already loſt: this is the vvay to pre- 
pareour hearts, and arme our patience,to 


be ar the burden ? From 
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| From the ſerious conſideration of 


| theſe things, there will ariſe two ſpeciall 
benefits. 


1 That we (hall not be puffed up with 


pride in the confluence of theſe earthly 


bleſſings, and fo become inſolent : but 
uſe them with all ſobriety and'a good 
conſcience , when as our cxpeftation, 
like a continuall Monitor, doth putus in 
minde of our loffe.  . 

2 ' This daily expeRtation will make 
theſe afli&ions, which in themſelves are 


4 griſly, and terrible, to be ſo well known 


| ?F and familiar, that when they appear,they 


——...A 


4 will not much «kar andaffcight us. And 
T traly the very Heathen. in this matter will 


ſhame us. Anaxagoras being certified of 
the death of his dear, and-worthy Son, 
heard ic with patience, wichout any diſ- . 
turbance of paſſion 3. for ſaid he, when 
I begot him, I knew he was mortal], and 
had brought him up in the expeation of 
this mortalicy. | 

And this conſideration, of preparing 
to meet affligtions before hey fall apon 
ns, will ar our paticnce,- and abate 
their -ftrengrh ; and.when by oiir medita- 
tions we fhall poyze a crofle before ir be 
impoſcd upon us, we ſhall much lighten 


4 oor burthens, : which ace made fo to o- 
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them, 
Yet muſt we not run into aMiftions 


or pull them on our ſhoulders : but thar] 
we diligently. uſe all good meanes, cj» nee 
ther to eſcape them before they come, of bi 


to be freed trom them, when they arc j 
flicted on us 3 and then if the Trumpetd 


holinefſe ſound the alarum to Bartel], let pi 


us march on valiantly without delay, 
contemine our lives, and enter the cons 
fic with cheerfulneſs,ruſh into the main 


army of our encmies,put Sathan to flight, || 


and fet up a trophy of viQory : but if 


godlinefle ſuftain no damage, the prins | 


ciples of religion be not undermined; 


which concern our falvation, nor any |} 


man do inforce us to doe any thing dif- 


pleaſing to our God z let us not be fu-]( 


perfluous in our ſufferings ; ; and be ſure, 


we make not a croffe of our own, anl | 
throw it indur way, and ſo ftumble in it, | 


thers 'by their cuſtomable bearing. 115 
| he 


rod 


and ſay it is the crofſc of Chrift ; herein | affl 


we deceive our ſelves, if we pick private | 


quarrels againſt our own pgace, fecking 
outand provoking an encn with whom 


the Lord hach not commanded us to 
hghc. 


And though we have obtained of the | 
Lord patience to bear our burthens, yet:| 


God 
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| God dath not allow us to lie down under 
{them ftill, when we may by good and 


honeſt meanes be freed: from them :: be= 
cauſe this is to tempt the Lord, when as 
geedleſly we defire to make experienceof 
his power, providence, and promiſed af- 


{iftance either for our delivery, or for 
|irength and patience. to indure theſe 


yilfull trials. | 
We ſce what the pratiſe of the Saints 


| have bcen to ayoid tronbles ifthey could, 


and with their prayers they have joyned 
their own lawfull indeavours ? Thus 
Moſes fled from Pharaoh, David from' Sau! 
and Abſalom, Foſeph and Mary from: He- 
rods cruell perſecution, Pay! from the 
\Jewes at Damaſcus. 

And as we may pray that our bitter _ 
Cups ſhould be removed from-us,ſomay 
we adviſe with our ſelves,and take coun- 
fall of others, and labour and indeavour 
in the uſe of all lawfull meanes to eſcape 
affli&ions, or to overcome them, it we 
cannot avoid them ; and this all with a 
ſweet ſubmiſſpn Þ the good pleaſure of 
God ; defiring that our wills may be 
even melted into the will of God; not 
mine, but thy will be done. 

Obj. But here our ſ{oules may objec, 
and fay that we have known many who 

| 2 have 


a, 
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- have truſted in God, and have waited for 
his help, 'and have fervently called upon 
-him.for deliverance, have notwithſtand. 
-ing at Jak died in'cheir afflitions? yea, 
and'we our felves fill remaine unde} 
great and grievous miſeries and crofſeg 
though we have often carneſtly foupl 
the face of God :* and with ftrong crig 
and teares, have poured out our com> 
plaints, and depended upon'no other, for 
ſiccour and freedome, and yet we are. 
not delivercd, no nor can ſeeno outgate, , 
or meanes when we ſhall eſcape? 1 be 
Anſ. For anſwer to our own hearty 
"(js certain that all Gods children hayeJ” 
deliverance out. of their afflitions in due 
time, whether it be by life or death, that 
matters nat 5 one way or other we ſhall 
be. delivered : now ſeeing our longeſt 
lives are ſhort and momentany, being 
compared to eternity, and that happinaſſ =» 
which we ſhall then injoy with God: 
the time of our affliftions cannot be long) ; 
nor our dcliverance farre off, alchoughitÞ* f 
ſhould be deferred to Ye dzy of our dif Bt 
ſolution 3 Ah !-the comforts of God arty. 
well worth the waiting forall our days.” 6 
2 Gods promules of deliverance from. 

temporall aMi&ions are not abſolute, butt *$ 
alwaycs to be underſtood with this consF 
dition; 


drof 
les, 
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dition 3 if it ſtand with his own BIory, | 
*[and our ſpirituall good : for , otherwi 


Cc: 
our freedome from zffliftions would be 
no benefit, but the greateſt hurt 3 now 
FY: Gods glory and our ſalvation often times 
Tl (ae More advanced by the continuance, 
h then by the removall of our croffes : as 
when God tryeth by them his graces in 
us, that he may afterward crown them -: 
for and cauſeth, our fight to be fo much the 
*Imore long and dangerous, that accord- 
nely our inſuing victory may be the 
more glorious : or when God doth uſe 
Mj&ions, either for an hedge to keep us 
Ifom leaping into the forbidden paſtures 
NG: () carnall pleaſures : or for a fiery Fur- 
ha [ace to purge and purifie us from the 
all lrefſe of corruptions 3 now in thele 'ca- 
; es, it is the greateſt freedome not to be 
> "Sled ; and Gods preteſt mercy towards 
fu, wh:n as he continueth us in our tem= 
a porall miſery. | 
[ Let us comfort our ſelves when God 
ws Idterreth his promiſes, and continueth our 
1:4. (nflict of affli&ion:s, after we have long 
;Imaiced for help and deliverance, by con- 
, Fcring, that in his good time they ſhall 
om [oſt certainly be accompliſhed : Gods 
batÞomiſes are certain performances : his 
Truth is of his eſſence, ard it 1s no more 
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then that he ſhould deny himſelfe, and: 
therefore fince he hath promiſed that we 
ſhall overcome the World, that we ſhall 
have ftrength xo endure temptations, any: 
have a happy iffue out of them : thatif 
weſiffer with Chriſt, we ſhall reign with 
him : we may be affured though our way 
be long and foules yet at laft we ſhall ſafe 


ly come to our journcys end : that after]. 
| our painfall ſufferings, ſhall come ou] 


glorious raigning : and that after our 
+ dangerous fight, we (hall obtain a nap 
vifory, and be crowned with cternall 
lory. $ 


_ Saith Bernard , we may be fecure in 


fighting, ſeeing we arc fure of over cons 
ing : by flying we may lofe the viAory, 
but by dying wecannot; ah! bleſſed ſhi 
we be if we dye fighting, becauſe we ſhall 
be crowned dying. | 

4 Let the conlideration of this comfor 


le that he ſhould faile of his word, 


: F . 


| 
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us, that God no lefle waiteth upon usy 
doe us good, then we to receive it : & 
peCinga convenient time, when as þ 
may meft fitly and ſeaſonable extend hit 


mercy in our delivcrance, and therefonþ, 


1 


faith the Prophet, Tſaiab 3o. 18. ther 
fore will the Lord wait, that he may hai 
mercy upon us, and therefore he will 
. evaly 
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a | exalted that he ; may have compaſſion 


3 | upon us; we waite when God will, and 
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God waites when he may : when mercy 
may be mpft welcome, and deliverance 
moſt glor 10f, ; 

The fourth circumſtance is Davids Ju-- 
Rifying of God in his way of proceedings 
behold my Son which came forth out of 
my bowels ſceketh my life, how much 
more this Benjamite?&c.here ſee that God 


will never leave corre&ing that ſoul 


whom he meanes to fave; till he hach 


' brought it downe on its knees, and to 


acknowledg he is juſtly dealt withall,and 
this Davidconfeſſeth,Pſal.119.75. I know 
oh Lord that thy judgments arc juſt, and 
that thou in very faithfulneffe haſt cauſed 
mc to be afflied ; See the change in his 
diſpofiiion, when Nabal would not an- 
{wer his expeQation, Cwhen he ſo excel- 
(ently a&ed the part of an eloquent beg- 
ger: ) he preſently was all on a fire, 
vowing revenge, nog only to him, but to 


24 all his Family : now the caſe is altered 


he can indure to be railed on by one thac 


was his ſubje& : yea, and curſcd toogand 


ſtones and durt flung at him, and not ſo 
"much as a rifing thought of revenge : and 


, | thus we ſee how ficrce David was, with 
the Amumoniciſh Priſoners, he put them 
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| todeathin cold bloud: nay,he uſed 


cheuſed great] | 
cruelty in their deaths, by putting them'] rx 
under Saws, and Harrows, and Axes of | { 
Iron, and burnt them alive in fiery brick- | | 
Kils : bat afflitions at laſt made him ſo | « 
| tame, that notonly the righteous might Þ  : 
reprove him, but the wicked might re- | | 
proach him,and he is filent:or if heſpeak, | 
they be words of patience and ſubmiſſion: | 
So let him curſe, becauſe the Lord hath | 
ſaid curſe David : he that could not be-. 
fore endure Hanyuns affront, can now | 
quietly, and meekly without defire of re- 
venge, indure many opprobrious indig- 
nitics : and be contented that Shimei ſhall 
bemice him with the dart of his fleby 
tongue,without the leaſt ſhew of paſſion. 
So' Epbraim by this meanes is made to 
confefſe his owne untamedneſfſe with 
tearer, 'Fer. 31.18. and Lam. 2, makes 
a man 'to puc his mouth in the duſt, and 
to be of an humble and lowly carriage 
towards all men ; doing nothing that 
may favour of pride, contempt, or dife 
daine 5 but rather abaling our ſelves ro. 
our 'inferiors, and even co give our 
cheeks to the ſmiters. 4 
The Lord beareth, and forbeareth a 
long time, expefing.our amendment; 
and when there.is no other remedy, then 
he 
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g he takcth the rod in hand; when gentle 


meanes would not ſerve, rougher means 
ſhall : if the ſhaking.of the rod will not. 
humble us, we ſhall ſarcly feel the ſmart : 
God will firſt or laft, take us in hand, 


_ and' maſter our proudeſt hearts, and 


ſtouteſt ſtomacks 3 and if fewer and 
lighter ſtripes will not ſerve the turn, he 
will inflik more and harder, till he hath. 
brought ns ashe would have us. 

And therefore *cis better to be taken. 
downe in youth, than to be broken 


' In pieces by great crofſcs in age ; 


we ſhall be fure ofa time of reckoning, 
the beſt of tis 3 God will puniſh finne 


' Where ever he find is, and in this world 


moſt ſeverely to his owne ; they that 
have molt of Gods hcart, do ofcentimes 
fee] his hand moſt heavye 

When the fins of Saints ſhall become 
a ſcandall to Religion, no wonder 'if 
God will vindicate his honor, and be 
ſevcreſt againſtfhoſe that wear his livery; 
yet inwardly fide with Satan and their 
own Iufts ; other cffences God may 
puniſh, this he muſt, leaſt the enemics 


of the truth triumph againſt him : Da- 


vid had fuch' a whip for this as never 
man had greater, becauſe he had by his 
fin cauſed the enemies of God to blaſ- 
F- phem?, 


4 aA th & 


| thathad ſurigi the pureneſſe af the God of - 
Iſrael, and proclaimed che.noble as he 
did of old; and ſeem'd as one indeared / 

tothe Almightics love, how would the 
_ 'Philictims. rejoyce, when he ſhould thus 
become Apoltate, and with a milde ſi- 
centiouſnelfe, mix his luſt with murder 
and ifngraticade 3 ſurely his Gn and 
puniſhment God will have to ſtand upon 
record to the worlds cnd to bea warn- 
ing to all, 'that if God was ſo ſevere a- 
2ainſt. one who lay ſo near his heart; 
then let us with fear and trembling look 
_ to our wayes, making ftreight ſteps. to 
our feet, lcaft that which is lame be turn- 
ed out of the way 3 ever remembring, 
that after the remiſſion of a fin, the very 
chaſtiſements of the Almighty may be 
deadly, 

And this was it which made David fo 
meck without murmuring, ſeeing God as 
his juſtice required, did ily execute his 
righteous judgements upon him for his 
ſin, and according to his revealed truth 
infliged- thoſe afflitions which he had 
formerly threatned, | 

Ged is immutable : as his courſe hath 
been towards his children in times paſt, 
fo will he deal with us, and our poſtcri- 

ty 
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pheme, his child muſt dye 5. when he "} 
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ty in time to come, he will ever proceed 
by the ſame' rules of juftice and mer- 
cy, puniſhing like finnes with like 
- Judgemcnts.. We +1 

And therefore let usjuſtifice Gods wiſe- 
dome in all his procecdings of provi- 
dence, concerning our {elves and others : 
his jaftice in puniſhing, as well as his 
| love in correQAing, his grace in giving, 

and his mercy in taking away, and in a 
things from che heart, bleſfſe the name of 
the Lord. | | 

'Blefſe his name, and exale his free 
grace, that our puniſhment is no more, 
nor ftio Worfe. 

What if we have many crofſes heavily 
lying upon us ?. eraly if we had our due | 
deſert, we ſhould have more and great- 
er; the tercors cf conſcience here, and 
* torments of hell hereafter 5 what if death 
have deprived us for a time of our chil- 
dren, deereft & neercft relations, alas our 
fins have defarved tobe deprived of the 
preſence of God, and all his holy & glo- 
rious Saints & Angpells, & that to all e« 
ternity 3 what if we have loſt our honor, 
riches, reputation, and eſtimation with 
the world, perhaps they were our Gods, - 
no wonder they were deſht to' pieces, 
and we made to drinke of their duſt; 


what 
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what if our fricnds have left us, and haye 
forgotten all their promiſes, and: pur- 
poſes of friendly intimacy, and have 
taken away all their love, and havein 
ſtead repaid us with ſcorne and diſdain; 
what then? they could not take away 
our God, nor our Chriſt, . nor his ſpirit, 
nor our intereſt inthe promiſes, nor our: 
hope of Heaven 3 why what have we loſt 
then? cruly matters of no great moment, 
the preſence of our God without any 
of theſe is perfe& peace, but all theſe. 
without God is but alittle more cheer- 
full hell. 

And therefore none could juſtifie God 
in his way of proceeding better then Da» 
- vid: ſo he ſays, nay ſings it too : Pſal.103. 
he hath nor dealt with us after our fins, 
nor rewarded us after our iniquities, and 
this he intimateth, Pſal, 51. '4+ by that + 
ingeminating confeflion of his ; againſt 
thee, thee only have I ſinned, and done 
this cvill in thy faght, that .thou mighteſt 
\ be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſt, and clear 
when thou art judged. 

Divid comforting himfelfe with 
hopes of being benefited by this affliftion: 
ic may be that the Lord will look on my 
zMiRtion, and that the Lord will requ'e: 
good for his curling this day. a 

n 
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Andthisſhould comfortus in our deep- 
eft diftrelſe, becauſe Gods round repre» 
tienftons,are ever gracious forcrunnery of 
his mercy. 

Faith will teach us to ſay, God hath 

chaftiſed me according as he hath threat. 
\ned: therefore he will comfort me ac- 
cording as he hath promiſed : now hath 
not God promiſed, and affured us to up- 
hold us in- our afflitions, and bring us 
through it, and comfort us by it,and gle- 
rific us after it? Jet us therefore with #- 
brabam, hope againft hope, and apprehend 
the certain accompliſhment of theſe pro- 
miſes by faith, whence ſence and carnall 
reaſon ſee nothing but the contrary, 

Ah! if we would ſeriouſly conſider, 
that as God is the ſupreame cauſe of a}l 
our affliftions, ſo doth he govern and 9g- 
ver-rule all ſecondary, and inferiour ca'- 
ſes and meanes, by his moſt wiſe and 
powerfull providence : that - when the 
ſeeme moſt to oppoſe againſt him: they 
do bur eff:& that which he wi'leth, and 
hath purpoſed to be done ?' they ſerye to 
the furthering of his ende, his glory, and 
our falvation ; how oppofite and contra- 
ry they are one to the other. 

Now if God hath joyned his glory 
and our happineſſ2: togerher; it is fit 
thac 
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that we (hould refer our ſelves to bis good 


our beft good, which is our ſalvation. 


This was it which upheld che head of - 


David, the. good which would follow : he 
was ſure that this wet feed-time, would 

bring forth a plentifoll harveſt : this he 
ſings.” Pſal- 126, 6, He that gocth forth 
weeping z. bearing precious ſeed : (hall 
doubulefſe come again with rejoycing, 
bringing his ſheaves with him 3 And. a- 
gains: Pſal. 126. 5. They that ſow in 
teares {hall reap in joy. And thus many 
times, God in mercy puts us to a leſſer 
trouble, for our greater good. 

Thas did the Lord with the Tſraclites 
when he brought chem into the wilder- 
neſſc, where they indured much affliQion: 
he did humble them, and prove them thar 
he might do them good at their latter 
end. Det. 8, 16. | 

Now God doth: not only advance by 
aflliaions the ſpirituall and everlaſting 
good of his own children,but many times 
carneth them to their greater benefitin 
the things of this. life, as we may fec in 
the example of Foſeph: he was ſould as a 
{]lave,that be might be a great Command- 
er; he loſt his patrimony at home, thaex 
he might receive a much-more large in- 


pleaſure, that hath joyned. his glory ro 
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| heritance in a firange Countrey, and 
therefore he profefſeths, that when his 
brethren intendcd evill againft him, God 
difpoſed'itto the good, not only of him- 
ſelfe, but of many others. * -, 

And thus was Fobs affliftions turned 
to his advantage here in this life 3 what 
a name hath he gotten to bc a pattern of 
patience : which ſhall never dic fo long 


| as the world lafts, for all his temporall 


things which he loſ, he ſhall have jc 
doubled ; and thoſe that charged him 
for an Hipocritc, ſhall be the firſt ſhall 
contribute to his reliefe. and comfort ; 
and this was it which comforted him, 
when he looked to the-end : God (faith 
he) knoweth my way, and tricth mc, and 
I ſhall come forth like gold. Jo6b.23.10, 

Ah !- if we would conſider Gods man- 
ner of dealing many times: he is faine 
to pall us down to the gronnd before he 
. build us up anew, en pty us quite of all 
Creature comforts, before he tils us with 
himfelfe: fo never ſhould our names have 
had fo {weet a ſavour with God, if they 
had not been by man, poinded in the 
morter of affiiftions, ſo that' many may 
ſay, they had bzen unicn*, if they had 
not been undone, 

Thus | have heard o fi gr dly man{chae - 
Re. s WA: 
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life. 
- The like did that blefſed Martyr in 


Queen Mary's dayet, who would alwayes 


conclude of all Gods dealings to be very 
200d: and fo he faid when word was 
brought him, that the next day he muſt 
be burned: bar as he was going to the 
ſtake,he fell and brake his leg, which when 


ſome asked him whether this were good” 


. £004 hereplycd,oh yes ! very good: and 


ſoit fell our indeed, for before his lame 


leg would bring him to the ſtake : a poſt 


trom Queen Elizabeth came to faye him, 


and to tell Qteen Mary was dead. 


Oh! how doth afftlitions occaſion 


more comfort and further experience of 
oprace ; God ſeldome afflifts in vain, 
ſuch ſolemn providences and diſpenſati- 
ons, leave men better or worſe : but the 


children of God gain profit ſtill by them, 


for *cis Gods courſe to recompence ont- 


ward lofſes, with iyward injoyments, for - 


as the ſuff:rings of Chriſt abound in us: 
{> alſo conſolations abound by Chriſt; 
that 


was going for France, and as he was go- "| if 
ing a Ship-board, he broak his leg, and it _ 
pleaſed God fo to order it, that the Ship . 
in which he ſhould have gonc in, at that. 
time was caſt away, and not a man ſaved: þ 


ſo that by breaking a bone, he ſaved his 
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that is, inward comforc and experienc:s, 


w 
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according to the rate of outward f ffcr- 
ings: Ah! a wildernefſe that giveih us 
more of God, is to be preferred above all 


& the pleaſures a'd rreafures of Epzpr. 


Novv as affiitions occafiun comfort, 
ſo It eries it, Wherher it be ſuund, and (o- 
lid: for in the time of profperity, that 
cc mfort which vi e have, is 10 mixed ac- 
cording to the mixt cauſes of it, that vve 
can very hardly di:cern what of it is car= 


nall,and-what is ſpiricuall : but vvhen all 


ocher comforts and hopes are gone: then 
thar vvhich is Ieft,is moſt likely to be fpi> 
ric: and the ſpiric never vvorkeah 
more ſenſibly and ſvvectly, then when ic 


 Workech alones 


So likewite, how can we tell whether 
we be able ro inccunter with an adverſa- 
ry,when there appeareth rare ro contend 
againſt us? Hovv can vve tell vvicth whe 
Patience vve can dear poverty, Vvhen v+e 
alwayes abound in riches? hovv canvve 
diſcern vvhat heart ang conrage VVE iave 


'to irdire ſhan e, difpiace, reproaches 2 
 vvhen vve ſh4ll provy old in pepuler ap- 


piaiiſ, and the frame of their tavoure, 
ſhall f vv. unto our graves: hovy {hill 


'vve knovy vvich vyhat corftarcy, ard 


contentedaclle, yve can ſnftain the 17 


] of 


forr others, bur then it comes more kind» 
Iy, when we have fi;ft comforted our 


ſelves, and have commanded Otr griefes 


to avvuIQ our prelence ? 

And this 5: rhe goodnefſc and ſweet= 
ne{{s of our fl. tions, when being caſt 
into this fiery Furnace, we are purificd 
from our drofſc, we may be approved in 
the crouch, and bc eſteemed and prized, as 
well b:fivech our worth and valucs ac» 
cording to that of Sol,mon, Prov. 17. 3- 4s 
the fining-rot for filver, and the Furnace 
for gold; ſo h Lord triech the heart. 

 _ Obje. Burt iome way fay, my #fflicti- 
Ons ace grea-, and my ftrength (rall: fo 
chat in iny trials, 1 ſh:w ſo many ir ficmt« 
rics and corruption, I fear 1 ſhall never 


be approved : how then ſhall I grow bet- _ 


ter by them. 

Anſ. Alis poor ſoul, toſt theu think 
that the Guld{m'th bath +kill enough fo 
ro proportion the heat of the fire to the 
mceitall, that jr may be purjfied and not 


coMumed : and canſt thou imagine that 
the Lord knoweth nct how to: fit his tri* 


!s to thy ſtiengih: or it he have knows- 


Icdg and wiſedome enough, canſt thou 


dbout 


®* 


CO 
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of childrengt:iends of thenearelt and dear ; 
eſt rclacions, when we never heard of the. 
death of any ot them : truly we may coms, 
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doubt of his will, ſeeing he hath bound 
|  himſelte by a moſt gracious promiſe, thac 


| 
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he will not ſuffer us to be tempred or 
tried above oyr ſtrength, buc will give a 
good ifſue with the cemprationgs yea, 
bur in the meane time, thou art prefſed 


| with ſuch an heavy weight, that thou be- 


wraieſt thine infirmities ahd corrcuptians. 

And truely, ic may be neceſſary and 
profitable for thee ſo to doe: that by 
this tryall thou mightecſt come ro the 
ſight and ſenſe of theſe imperfeCtions, 
which before were in thee, though hid- 
den and unknowne: to the end, that 
now beholding them, thou mayeft be 
truly humbled, bronght to untained rc- 
pentance and to an hearty indeavour in 
uſing all good means to be cleanſed and 
freed from them, 

God many times in wonderfull mercy 


| and love, cauſech us to bewray,our ſmall- 


er inficmities, that he might tree us from 
pgrofler fins: and taking away all felfe 
confidence in our one ſtrength, he cauſe» 
cth us with full efftarce to reſt upon bim 
who never fajleth thoſe thac iralt in him. 


1 Ah! We ſha'l have treble honor for 


all our ſuffcrings 7 we are honour'd by 
the Lord, when he inricheth us wich bis 
graces: and then by trying of them; 

I 2 whercby 
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whereby their worth and exccllency is 7 
man itcſted unto all that behold ur. And. 
at Jaft he will honour us by crowning his _ 


own graces in us, when as by tryall they 
are appfoved.. 


Did we but ſerio! fly confider thas” 
promiſe, Rom.$.28, All things fhalt. 


worke together, not on y for good, but 
for the beft,, tro them that Jove God : 
we would think our preſent condition to 


be bcſt, what ever 2 becauſe of the 


wiſeprovidence of G<d 
Noe to ſpeake how proſperity workes 


for our good, becaufe though we are like 
a ſhip under faiie, with afore-windeg 
carricd ſweetly, and ſwiftly towards | 


heaven, being fully laden with the 
bleflings of Gods Icft hand : yer for as 


much, as we failc in a tumulinous ſea, 


w2 are in great Ganger alwayes to be 
over {ct: and miny-a one have been 


driven to that extremitie to cut downe 
their maine Maſt; and rachling: threw 
over-board all cheir goods before they 
cunld ſecure their lives. 


My army, ({aid a Roman Captains) 


never ſtoed in worſe rermes, then when 
jt had peace. And *(is noted of-<Solomit 


that cf all the Kings of Fuda, he fell fouls 


eſt, dccauſe he'was meet proiperous, 
| An 


ui 


1 -: And therefo 
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W becauſe they did 


- 


re anaffliged cftate i8 mo it 
ſafeſt, yea and often moſt (wreteſt. There 
js a-fruite in the leaſt crofſe: we ſhould 
therefore -looke more at the fruire,-then 
deliverance from the croſſe : the longer 
it.continaee, the more we may get by it. 
x It we cornfider the good which 
comes ro us through the Malice of man: 
we re:d of Facob when he ſent 7oſepb to 
Dsthan to viſit his brethren they caft him 


jnco a pit ; Reuben, more -Ppictitall then 


the reſt, relieves him ; but ſells him co 
the Midianites: they ſell him apgaine to 


' Potipbar ; his Miftrefſe 'accuſeth him ;, his 


Maiter condemnech him, impriſons him-: 
the Baker after long forgetfullneſfe, com- 
mends him to Pbar«ob, on the -occafinn 
of his dreame : and thus 18 he exalted. 
How many inſtraments were berc, not 


| one looking to God), or to one another. 


Onely the Lord of Ezechiels wheeles, 
tarnes all about forthe good of his chil- 
dren. 
- So David goes on in Battell againſt 
Tſraell with Achifþ King of Gatb, with 
whom for a whilc he ſojourned in the 
time of his baniſhment. The Princes of 
the Philiſtim:s command him to go back, 
and this they did only to difgrace him, 
diftcaſt him. But *cwas 
13 for 


had bcen guilty of the-bloud of 7ſrael, 
eſpecially of Saul, who was ſlaine in 
thac Bartell : whereas now he is frec,. 
both from the blood of 1ſrael, and from 
the cenſure of the Philiſtimes, they can» 
not blame him for going back, becauſe 
it *cwa3 in obedience to their com» 
mand. 

Thus we ſee the Church in Q,1eene 
Heſter's time; what was plotecd for their 
ruine, turned for their farther dev 
Jiverance, and Hamans malice to Mor* 
decay, ſhall be the firſt ſep to his prefers 


Ment. 


Many a Saint whoſe names doe now Þ hj 


breath forth a freſh perfume in the 
Church of God, would have lived and 


died obſture)Jy : had not the malice of. 
others pounded them in the morter of 


afflitions. ? 
The wicked(faith one) are as it were 


Gods Phiſitions, by the poyfon of their 


malice they purge out the poyſon of fin, 
from our of the ſoules of his ſervants; 
| They are the Lords ſcallions and their 
office i*,' to make cleane' the veſſels of 


honour. They ſcrve as an antidore, to - 


keep us from the contagious infeftion of 


fin; andtrucly, this may be one reaſony,. 


why 


i. 


» 


mm th. 


for E33 good : for had he gone on, he : 


mA 


L why the Lord thinketh ic 
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firrer to ſerve 
his owne providence of wicked mien : 

that he may bring good out of . evil), 

then not permit any evill at all: 

Thus were all the ends of the King of 

| Afiria,and the outrages of his army,dire- 
Acd by Gd to thar maine end, inchaſtifes 
ing hi- people: I boug'( as the Lordplains 
ly afticmieth) he never ſo unnch as thought 
fo, or ever aim-datrhisend,Jſa 10.7. 

And this many times the cruclty and 
oppreſſton of proude infolency, thac 
can not look: but with difdaine, cont- 
tempt, make the Lord to pitty the di- 
fir: {fed the ſoener ; and to aril:; and fet 
| hi: own in ſafety from them that pufF-uh 
at them, Pſal.12, 

Another oue of malice to cur perſons, 
and a dcfire. to revenge miſcoaccived 
wrongs, end ſappolſed injuries; fcckes 
our ucter ruine, indeavouring to make 
our name; odio 5 to countenance 
their owne catiſe : thinking they 
have laid a ſound foundation of 
their own glory, upon the ruines of our 
reputation, and eftates. But this oft racrns 
to Our greater 1dvantage, when Gud ſhall 
at length minifeſt our innce-ncy > 
mauger all chcir plots a1d projcts ; to 


| 


| that whoſoever blowes out the candic. 
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of our reputation with too ſtrong 2 | 
"breath, doch but make a ſtink to blows 
It1n againe; and: it were well thought 
04git 18 cheir malicious breath that make 
ſoi la fſavourgrort our ſnuffe, ! 
O hers cannor love us, becauſe they 
c2naot : Or they will not, becauſe they 
will not: and {vo force themſelves to an 
Antipathy, looking upon all our a&ions 
with the greene ſpe&acles,of prejudice; 
c«nftr:1ing, or rather miſconfruing all 
aCtions, or intenſions according to their 
owne opinion, put-ing falſc 'gloſſes on 
all plaine texts; rheſe are very ready 
ro fiic with a depraving multitude 
wheteby they become accefſary of . 10ju- 
ry ; if the injury be great, they will 
proceed to hate thoſe whom they have 
m 1 gnecd, hatred in time will curnc to 
impl acable malice, ſo that theic houſes 
are too hot for our neighbourhood, nay, 
may be a whole Towne will in time e- 
ſtceme us as Nanſeous to their quzfy 
ſt. macks, and therefore we muſt our, as 
te filth of the fireects, Thele are like. 
t emimnof Epbeſws, who cried and made. 
a loide noile, ſome for one thing, and 
ſome for another, but the moſt parc knew 
n >: whereforc they were come together, 
Aflii.19-32. $o theſe, cry out that ſuch, 
are 
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are people want 
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not any fault, though 
they cannot make manifeſt any. one : 
thus may times one barking dog, ſets all 
the curs in a Towne a bauling, at no- 
thing ſometimes, or at the moone, 

But this likewiſe workes for the beft, 
ro a more circumſpett walking, among 
ſo many- Criticall cnemits, and truly we 
pever walk ſo warily,as when we have ma- 
ny enemies to watch us. But if their cruelty 
will not indure our company any longer, 
but chat we muſt be contirained co ſecke 
a new habitation; (which many of G ods 
deare children arc forced in thoſe ſaddeft 
times, baving loſt their o1d. but this may 
by the bleſſing of Godzturn to a great ad- 
vantage, Their malicedoth but tranſplant 
us into a better ſoil, where we may thcive 
mores $& bear our fruit with more ſafty, & 
comfort: wichout ſuch fear of bcing nipe 
in the bud,Qr elſe they drive ns toa more 
narrow ſearch, and greater Jongings for 
that City above; whoſe foundations are fo 
table,and ſure;zthatnoenemy can deprive 
usc ff,where is no plundering or oppreſſi- 


- ons: when all the malice of man or devill, 


{hail never be abje to drive us thence, 
Anather ſort there are, which ſome- 
times were Very hot, and eager in the 
parſuite of their love; profeſſing oil 
| ove 
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arc dead and dry : like Peters boaſting, 
which will fight valliantly for a ſpurr ; 
and doe it may be morethen js required: 
but when they ſce their friends over 
powered by infolent authority; then 
they'le deny their acquaintance, ard 
neither owne them, nor their cauſe, This 
have been the caſe of many, and rhere- 
fore the lefſe to be wondred ar. 

David complaines piccifully, thou haft 
put my Jovers and friends far from me, 
and my acquaintance into darknefſe, and 
this may comfort us the more, when we 
conſider God hath a hand in their e- 
ſtrargemenr, and therefore cannot chuſe 
but be for good : we ſhall ever after be 
more wiſe, then reſt and lean upon ſuch 
{1:nder props, that at the beſt will bend, 
if not brcake, and looke upon the 
choiceſt friends to be ſubjet ro mutabi- 
licy, as mortality, and to be wary of 
that love, which is ripe fo ſaddainly : 
thoſe cath-ripes (as we may call them) 
will ſoone rot; all violent things in 
nature cannot laſt long : that love is ne- 
ver laſting, which flames before'it burns; 
and very rarcly is that friendſhip found 

' With the durability of aff:Rjon, which 
| "= 
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theii?s ſhall livezand flow,when all others ' | 
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"| is fo ſuddainely kindlcd; enduring love 
1 is ever built on vertne « which no per- 
ſon can fee in another at once; and 


| therefore by a foft aſcenſion; does degrec 


ie ſee in the foule, £7 
If we ſhould tell thoſe our ſometimes 
great friends, that their hotteſt love was 
never but faincd, I belicve they would 
not take it well: but chey muft know 
that love was never fincere, that will 
not hold ont length with lite, and there- 
fore if God have ſnapt our fingers from 
ſach falſe friends, we have the greater 
cauſe to be thankfull. There will a great 
dcale of ſ{wectneſſc flowe from this ſow- 
| cr; better to' be debarr?d of their ſocie- 
ty altogether, then be any more greeved 
with their falſchood-and unkindnefle, 
And thus the malice of enemies, and 
the talſe, fained, and fickle love of ſup- 
poſed friends, ſhall all carne for our e- 
ternall advantage, and therefore though 
we have poured out many tcarcs over 
their living Sepulchers, yet we may com» 
fore ourſclves in their lofſe, then injo 
their love with a continaall feare of 
| looſing: er incurring their difpleaſure 
| by a Captiousexception, many times for 
a mecre_over-ſight, or unwilling miſ- 
carriage,and unpurpoſed'eriour : though 
generally 
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obſequious love. 


Lec us not then be fo greevouſly 
troubled, when we are any wayes 


wronged , belyed , railed upon , 
ſpurned at , or trampled upon by 


the feet of honoured inlolency , or. 


dunghill Malice; flighted, contemncd, 
and utterly caft off, by our boſome 


_ friends 5 but in a meexe,. and paticne | 


bchaviour, let us ſweetly, ſeriouſly, and 
feclingly in our own hearts ſay; this 
is from God, for my good : or. with 
El;, it is the Lord, Iet him doe whar 


ſcemeth him good, There is a ſupreame 


providence, wiledome, and power, 
which ſeeth, and over-ruleth all thcir 
ations and ends; that when they are 
moſt eager in purſaing their deſignee, 
doth make them when they thinke leaſt 
of ir, to ſerve him for thc eff:Qing of all 
his counſells and purpoſes, and the fur- 
thering and advancing of. thoſe his 
maine ends, even his owne glory, and 
our greateſt good, both here, and here- 
arer. © 

2 not onely the Malice of man, but 
the malice of Satan himfſelfe that ſers 
them awork, ſhall turn to our good. 


He goes about like a roaring Lyon. 
| ſecking 
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generally we did ever obſcrye them with! * 
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ſecking what ſoule he may devoure, 1 Per. 


5.8, Hethrufteth fore at us, and fo wor- 


riech us with unwcearied temptations, 
ſeeking nothing more, then to difſhonour 
God in-our ovecrihrow : but this like a 
ſtorme ar (ea, drives us to our pore 2: even 
to the throne of grace, by prayers and 
reares, for help againi hell, 2 Chron.20, 
13. When Sacan hath ferchr us over to 
a fin, by ſpel's and Charme« of mercy, 
he at length finding us bleeding and 
dying, would make us belceve, there is 
no mercy for us : when having made us 
fi1 againſt the Law, he would make us fin 
againſt the Goſpell alſo; that ſo mercy 
her felfe might concemne 18 : Eur after 
ſin commicted, he ſteps in berweene us 
and God, and begs out of cur fathers 
hand, the rod, to beat us for thoſe fins we 
had never done but throwgh his intice»- 
ment, Now ſay we, weilſce the devills 
bufinefſe added to his falſe-hood : ſurely 
peace once made with our God, we will 
never be thus cheated againe; Ah! how 
wary ſhall] we be ever after, of Satans 
wiles; ſurely the beſt of ſin is ſhame and” 
ſorrow, the forbidden tree will ncver 

ycild better fruit. | 
Oar fins worke our good, while we 
carry this mortall body about us, we 
ave, 
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unavoydable infirmicics, invircible ne- 
ceſlities ; God in mercy and wiſedome, 
will have ic tobe thus. 

1 To ſubdue our pride, and preſumpi- 
on, which cle would advance it ſelfe 
againſt God. *Tis ſaid, Deut.7.22. That 
God did not drive out the Canzanites 
from among his people all at once ; leaſt 


the wilde bcaſts ſhould grow in upon 


chem. And faith Dvid,Pſal,59.11. Lord 
{lay not all the enemics of thy Church 


ar ouce, leaſt thy people forget it. So. 


God that could at firft have taken away 
all che corcuption cf our nature, and the 
lufts of our hearts would not : leaſt the 
wilde bcafts of pride, and ſecurity grow- 
ing in upon us, we forget mercy. Thus 


the Lord would not takeaway the thorne. 


in the fi: ſh of the Apeſtic Paul; thoſe 
buffetrings of Satan : bur tells him, his 
grace is ſufficient for bim, 2 Cor.12.9, 
Alas, had we not theſe inficmiciesin us : 
how ſoon like otr ficit parents, would 
we thinke our ſe] yes to be Gods, 

Lc oke upon the Apolile Peter, how 
confident of. bis owne ſtrengtt, how 
forward was he, in his protefſion : he 
would be firſt and fingular, if all ſhonld 
deny him, yet would not he, no, he 


doe, and muſt carry ſin within us, Many © 


would 
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ye firſt; bar God ler Joofe but 2 
ſmall cemptation, the words of apoore 
filly maid, ſhall ſo affright him, with 
_ the ſeare of death, that he will preſently 
deny his Lord and Maiter : nay fors 
{weare him too; but this fail did him 
mach goodz O:! How warily did he 
walke, ever after, how cautious of his 
words, And when Chriſt did ask him, 
whether he loved bim more then theſe ; 
he had dine boaſting now; onely he 
pleades the fincericy of his heart: Lord 
thon knoweſt all things, and knowcſ 
that | love thee, Job. 21.17- | 

Thas did Fobs impatiency, bring 
' him, to the more humiliry, to the 
more abafing of himfſelfe : Yea , 
to abhorcing of himfclfe in duſt and 
aſhes, Fob. 42. 6. So Dzvid after 
his falls , he was the more Circume 
ſpc& over himlelte 3 the more eager 
avainſt his ſing 3 and the more earncft 
with God by praver againf them. 

2 As theſe infirmiries ſerve us. as 
to ſibdue pride and fcurity3 fo to 
awaken us from our ſpiricuall flag- 
giſhnelle, to carefull and confſtane 
prayer 3 yea , to waichfulneſſz 
unto prayer , With all perſey:- 


rarce, 
Oar 
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Our infirmities are as it were the coaleg _ 
which Sacan bloweth to conſume us;now 
when fecling. the fire, we labour to. 
Keep it out, and by the contrary blaſts of _ K 

Gods Spirit to q'iench the flime, we enter 

the combat which nothing elſe but deah |} © 

Can pus an end unto. , 
When there is no fear of the enewie, 

our weapons ruſt, and we remain unex- c 

perienced ; and wha then ſhall we dOIn h 


the day of tryal. _ 

2 By our tal!s we are made more pitj- | 
falls tender towards 0:r brethen, v,hen-. þ 
ſocver overcome by a temptation 3 be- 
cauſe we our felves, have been. 
overccme, and we cannot tell how ſoon n 
av2ain. : - 

Thus when news was bronghe to a lear. r 
ned, and exyeil:nced Divine, that a p:r0= , 
fef[r was foully failen;\ Alas! faith " 
he, he fell ro day, ard I way tall to mor- = 
row, 

And this the Apoſiie Pay! exborteth, io 
Gal.6 1. It abrother be overt;ken, yea, 
which are ſniritual}, reſtore fuch a one 
in the ſpirit of meckneflc, confideriag 3 


thy (clfe, leaſt thou alto be empicd. 
Now many times wwe doe nor know | | 


how fraile we are, ti]! we fall: neither ye 
know what is our weakn«{f.; nor what | | Þ* 
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F our firength is + we fee netther how 


poore Weourfelyes arc, nor how ftr:nz 
our God is, and therefore will the Lord 
ſuffer us to Jall, that ſeeing bow filthy 
we hagne.made our ſelves by our owne 
pollutions,wemay be the more wary and 
circumſpe& for the time ro come, The 
burnt childe dreads the fire; and thoſe 
that have laycn once at hcll gates, will 
for ever be carcſull how they come there 
again. . 

Thus are Gods children by the re- 
newing of their fins, made to renue their 
ſorrowes, and more ftrictiy to cxamine 
their repentance,paſt and preſent 3 and if 
there be any duſt or dirt of pride, or 
impatiency in us*, this ſhaking of us, 
will make it appcare, and difcover ir 
{elfe-: ſo that ſometimes one fin ſhall be 
made as a meanes to purge Out another : 
not by any virtue it hath in iz ſeltc, bar 
as God makes uſe of it as an infirucent 
to drive us home to him, az Mariners in 

ſtorme to their port. 
Oar wants, they worke for our 


guod likewiſe. Alas! (auch is ovr nature, 


we love no longer to walte in hami.i- 
ty then we have hope «tf ben:fir, the 
young prodipall no ſooner receives his 
portion, but he departs to ruffle ix in ano- 
K- Ver 


ns 
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no longer then God is giving: having 
received, we would be out of his fight 
to ſpend, and this' makes the Lord ſs 
ſcant in his bleſſings, God will have 
1s many times to know the worth, but 
of his left handed bleſſings in their 
want, that we might know what value 
to put on the next we ſhall receive, and 
how to be thankfull for them- Nw we 
come to relliſh every mercy indeed, now 
a bit of browne bread is (weer, which 
in our fullncſſ: would not down. 

And now are we kept by this our 
meanenefſe, in a continuall dependance 
on Gods” al-fiithciency for mercies and 
blefiings, till we have them 2 that on our 
ſpirtcuall traffique for his glory, he may 
turniſh us wich greater ſtore. 

O how doth this make us pitty poore 


h:1nger-ſtarved foules : now our bowels: 


which before were hardned, are melted 


towards them in pitty and compaſſion + 


our h earts are made more tender, which 
may be would have never beene, if we 
had not wanted our ſelves. 

Ler vs not therefore meaſure things by 


the preſcn ſweetneſſe, but by the future | 
profit. Wants wi'l worke for good in the 
end; and cruly thoſe mercies that come 


tO. 


| ther Coantey willingly we would end | 


"F © tous'out of greatdifficukics, and ſeeme © 
' to be raiſed out of contraries, are the 
ſweeteſt mercies indeed. Let us-ncvey 
ſay at any time, wearec ina hard condi- 
tion, unlefſe we havea hard heart, and 
cannot pray. 

What though we are at a very Jow 
ebb it regard of outward comfort; yet 
the high ſprings of our joy and conſoJa- 
tions, are not Toft; but ſwallowed up in 
the Ocecn of Gods love, where they. are 
reſerved for us, ro an appointed t ime, 
And though we be notthe ſubjef of com- 
fort; yet oar comfort is alwayes ſure 
in the objc& of faith : ard *cis hid for us 
| eventhen when *cis hid from us. 

Indecdthey are the beſt natures, whom 
mercies and bleſſings winn; bt they 
are pore which this rod of wants ſends 
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I Sometimes a Phiſician lets blood, not 
1 | that the man is ficke, bur that he may not 
- | be; ſo God takes from us ſometimes 
1 | eur wealth, leaft we ſhould grow proud, 
e | ſometimes our dearcfſt relations and chil- 


 dren,Icaſt we ſhonld idolize them. Some- 


y | times our good name, leaft we ſhould 
e | | erow infolent: fometimes our health, 
e” | liberty, &c. Left we turn tbe grace of 
e: [ our Ged into wantonneffe, fo that what 
0. K 2 ever 


ever befal's us, is from our God, and for 
our good. | 
There is nothing ſo high,, that is a. | f* 
buye, Gods providence, nothing fo low, | ©! 
that. is bencath ic: nothing ſo large, but pl 
3s bounded by ir: nothing fo confuſed, | 1c 
bur God can order it: nothing fo bad, | V 
bt he cn draw good out of it: nos | Þ< 
thing ſo wiſcly plotted, bu: God can dif- 
appoint it. Nothing ſo ſimple and un- | Þ* 
. policiqudly carricd, bur he can give a | P! 
prevailing ifſuc untoi;: and make it ne- | * 
 cefſary in regard of he event. And | 'Þ 
therefore this cannot but bring ſtrong ſe- de 
curity ro our poore diftrefſed ſoulcs, to } © 
know that in all variety of changes, |. 
and croſſe providences; God, and our. 
God hath ſuch a diſpoſing hand, whatſo- | bY 
ever bcfalls us; all fhall ſerve co bring | © 
Gods eleCting love, and our glorification | 
rogether, Jet ns check our drooping bet 
ſoules, in the words of David, | Pſal.q2, | ©! 
why art thou ſo fad O my fſoule, and his 
why ars thou fo diſquieted within me, his 
eroſt in God, for T (hall yer praiſe him, be | 2 
1s the health of my countenance and my'Þ 
God, 7 Wa 


find u'ven let ys ſweerly conclude tha | Y* 


God will very ſhortly, wrne our depths Ie 
o! ſoriow, into ſeas of comfort; ou Þ ' 
| | biecer | fc 
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bitter exares into (picicuall criumph?, cu r 
former heavineſ]*, into heavenly joy, our 
\ | *pprelſin and wrongs, intoa Crowne © 
e | glory, our innocency which now 18 ob” 
T {c ired by the. rotten rags of prepidice * 
which fame, that con1mon liar,catt upon” 
+ | her: ſhall then app:are beantifull, znd - 
< | ſhineas cleere as the light, Our fadned 
« {| bears (hall be filled wich chaſe unmixed 
a | pleaſures, which no man ſhall take from 
| 8. our troubled conſciences ſhall have 
d | that perf.& peace which paſſ:ch al] un- 
- | derſtanding, and whic'y our utmoſt con- 
o | celte cannot pcfſivly comprehend. 
» | We haye ſeenc how David comforted 
iy | himfelfe with hopes of being ben«fitted 
Þ | by this his affliAion: ind we hare ſcen the 
ff end of the Lord, *tis crue, he was now 
ms | In one of, the greatcſt :f{iions chat ever 
8 befell a man, a father, ora King : perſe- 
2, | cared by his owne bolame fr enis, by 
id | his beloved fon; more then 2000 of 
«| his own ſubjc&s up in armes agdnlt him 3 
he | Outward troubles, inward cor iis, in- 
ny .compaſied him on every fidezſo that there 
} was bur a ftep between him and death, 
yet by theey of faith and ſtrength of Gor, 
hs | J9oks b*yond all, & «yd him which iv « 
| vifblc. Ic wasa thick cloud God had wrapt 
h.mſcIfe in at that time, none but a Saine 
ki K 3 cou'd 
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 ſuchalov'e beginning, yet Davids hope 
ſhall not ſhame him, his confidence will 
not leave him, till the full accompliſh-. 
ment of his faith, the ſczne ſhall be 
changed, his reb<llious Son ſhall have his 


{ha)l pay himſclte for his treachery, and. 
ſhall ſave the hangman a labour; he*l 
ſ\upply the place of an cxecutioner, his 
guilty conſcience ſha!l be his witinefle, 
and God will be his judpe, | 

Now ſhall David be brought home a- 
g2ine with greater honour then ever all 
the tribes of Tjrael ſhall ſharply contend 


condut him. Shimeti, that a lictle before 
had ſoabuſed him, ſhall be as foru ard as 
any, nay to be formoſt of many, to wells 
come the King backe againe: He needs 
no accuters, or Judge : his owne month 
ſhall condemne him : and his heart ſhall 


- bid his tongue beg pardon for his deſpes. 

raiepre'umption, | 
now, -2 Sam19.16,17, &c. firſt he haſted 
to come downe with the men of Fuda, to 
meet the King : and he brings a _thou- 


him 


could have concluded a faire end, from 


deſert, biz truſtleſs counſellor Achitopbel, | 


who ſhall be the ficft, that ſhall come and 


Take notice of his bumble. carriage. 


ſand men with him of hig owne tribe to: 
honour him, and after he had uſhered! 


fc 
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him over Forden, in the preſence of all 
he fell downe before him ; and taid unro 
the King, v-r/. 19.. Let not my Lord im- 
pute iniquity unto mc, neither. do thowu 
e | rememberthat which thy ſervant Cid per- 
$ verſly, the day that my Lo:d the King 
5 {| went out of. Feruſalem, thar the K ng 
1 

1 
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ſhoald take ic to his heart ;, for thy (er- 

vant doth know tha: I have finacd : there- 
s {| forelamcone the fiift this day of all 
Y $he houſe of Foſeph, ro goe downe to 
mzet my Lord the King, &c, 

Now were there rot berca parcell of 
fine words? co I 1 Pavi!, or any expect, 
| or require mure £1cn con rition, confe(- 

ſton, begging of perdon, in the grezee(t 
hu nility ; this wil pafſ: wich David, 
Cand ought fo with us) bur ie will not fo 
with God; h: knew the ptrivn, and 
what were his pretencc8;that the next oc» 
cafton migh: rake him do the like again. 
And indeed th:re is no iryall of an cne- 
my in proſp:rity;but when we are in an 
exigencrin diſtrefs; then you ſhall ſee he 
commonly ſh:wshimſclf,and tells whara 
one he its? I was unlikely Shimei would c=. 
v=r have proved a worthy friend; be was 
{obaſea fo:.For as one ſaithghe that can be 
a worthy enemy 3. will, recop©}'d, be a 
worthyer friend. Bu: to giveabluw co a 
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min that is already reeling 3 to inſult 0« 
ver adverfity, to whip a flai'd back is the 
greacelt cruelty. 

B f19es, i: k: notice, that when Shimet 
cam? Ziba comes with him, this accord= 
ing to the proverb: birds of a fether, 
flock rogether, Traitorous backbirers ; 
ard {hnderers goe together, and truly we 
may ja: che tale-hearer, with the talc» 
bearer, they are ſo neer of kin ©: there is 
buc this difference betweene them : that 
. Whereas the one hath the devill in kis 
tongue, the other hath him in his ear, 

David purs them together, Pſal.1543. 
Thoſe that ſhall inherit Gods holy hill; 
dath not backbitc with his congue, nor 
doth evil] co his neighbour, na: taketh 
up a reproach agitntt him. 

05. Burt may ic ftand with Gods jus 
ſtice t puniſh the aftiiftors of his chil- 
dren, whin they but execute his will, did 
ro: Nathan forctell the troubles would 
befall David from out of his own houſe? 
and did not Shimei ſeeve him but right? 
had not he cauſed the enemies of God to 
blaipneme his name; was it not juſt his 
owne name ſho.1!d berent for ſuch diſhos 
nour ? 

Anſw. Very juſt indeed, in regard of 
Gog, but no: fvin reſpe& of man 3 ne 
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will nor ferve for their excuſe, nor any 
way at all extenuate theic faultineſle, for 
how ever they did doe the ſecret will of 
God, which no creature in heaven or 
carth, is able to withſtand: yet this. 
makes nothing for them ; ſeeing his 
hidden will was never propounded as a 
rulc unto which they ſhould conform 
theirations; Gods revealed 'will was 
to be their guide ; where they could find 


. no warrant, or command for what they 


did, 
As one ſayes There is a vaſt diff:rence 
berwixt the infirument of Gods provi- 
dence, and the miniſters of his ordinance, 
the ene fulfils his purpoſes, the other his 
commands. When F& deſtcoyed he 
poſterity of Mbab ; he ſinned not in the 
faſt: for beſides rhe preditian of the 
Pcopher, he had his ſpeciall commiſſion 
from God : for which he had his re- 
ward, 2 Kings. 10. 30. Bug when Zimre 
ſlew Elab : there was indced the I:ke pre- 
dition, but no cammiſſiongtherefore hath 
he a fcarfull puniſhmenc, 1 Kings. 16. 
I 8. | 
Thus we ſec, if we doe what God pre- 
ſcribes, we arc accepted with him, 
though perhaps in the iſſte, we crofle his 
ſecret determinations, Bur if vez ay 
18 
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his precepts, though we fulfill his ſecret 
appointment ; weare obnoxious to the 
wrath of God. | 

Well chen from all, which have been 
. ſaid, ;Ict Sbimei*s example be a Caveat 
for ever, how any one abuſes a Saint 
of God. Shim:i payes dearely for it ; 
though Davide piety can pardon him up- 
on his bumjliation ; God will not let 
him ſcape ſo, he*l avenge David; yuarre), 
and Solomon ſhall reckon with him for his 
former dealings, he ſhall tall into a new. 
ſin of diſobedience againſt the King, 
and'now he is paid for all, himſclfe is 
made the judge, that the ſentence of 
death is molt j it. 

Thas we ſce,it's bad medling with any 
of Gods children; eſpecially when they 
are under the correcting hand of God; a 
father will not take ic well, that another 
ſhall come and laſh that childe he is cor- 
reQing ; no more will Gud ; heare what 
he ſaith, Iſay.47.6. I was wroth with my 
people,1 have polluted mine inheritance, 
and given them into thine hand © thon 
didft ſhrew them no mercy : upon the 
ancient haſt thou heavily laid the yoak, 
verſ.11, therefore ſhall cvill come upon 
thee, thou ſhalt not know from whence: 
It riſech : and miſchicfe ſhall fall upon 

thees 
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thee, thou ſhalt not be able to pur it off : 
and defoJarion ſhall come upon thee ſad= 
dainly, which thou ſhalt nor know. Sa 
Zachariah 1.15. Saith the Lord, I am ve- 
ry ſore ditplcaſed with the heathen, that 
are at caſe : for 1 was but a little dif- 
pleaſed, and chey helped forward the af- 
flition,cvery ſoule that miluſes a childe 
of God, muſt be ſure to pay for it, either 
by tcares, or torment. 
Oh! Trcmble all you which make ſo 
little account of injuring, or perſecating 
a Saint : that have caiſ{:d them to ſhed, 
Either red, or white teares: ſurely their 
teares are as well bottled up as their 
blood, and borh are precicus with God, - 
and both doe cry, though not with an e- 
qual] voycc,yer loud «nough tobe heard. 
Can you feare to foile, or demolliſh 
the palace of a Prince, or Peere: and 
can you preſume once io endeavcur to 
ruinate, Or contaminate the lords owne 
temple z fo:rnded and built upon Jeſus 
Chriſt; can you be effcaid ro harme or. 
hure the ſheepe, ſervants, children, -bre> 
thren, conforts, or members of mortmall 
Princes: whoſe breath 1s in their no-. 
Brel-, and mutt returne to their duft : 
and dare you adventure to defame, and 
perplex the ſheep, fervante,- children, 
brethren 


x perimental UDJervations.. 
brechren, ſpouſe and members of the 
Lord Jeſus; can you doe any ching' our 
of the all-feing eye of God ; or Gods 
depaty, conſcience: and though that 
may not alwayes ſpeake: yet it ever 
writes 3 *cis a ſhrewd remembrancer, and 
will celi all, yea,che very leaſt aggravate- 
ing circumitance. 

If 7bma:l will be mocking che fon of 
he promiſe, he ſhall be rej= ed for a per- 
ſecutor, Gal. 4. 29. And ſhall be turned 
out of his fachers houſe for cver. 

Remember ſeriouſly, and ſadly, the 
lictle children of | Bethel, (hat did perhaps 
bur as they were taught, when they ca]l'd 
the Prophet: Etiſhs biuld head : Alas ! 
their years might ſomething have excuſe 
ed them: and yct. detold a fartull ex- 
ample of Gods ſev: rcft judgements for 
the (malicſt abuſe of a Prophet: wo ſhe 
bears ſhall havea command to tear in 
Picces cwo and forty of them, 2 Kings. 
Ss 

Take heed therefore how your rongus 
{mite a cbilde-of Gad, or traduce their 
Innocency 3 how you move it in the eaſt. 
motion againſt them : doe not invent ins 
rangling ſoares ro inveagle cheir charita- 
ble, and too credulous ſimplicity : doe 
not ſurmilſc, hatch; . or. harbour the leaſt 
aniſter 


gnifter conceipt againfitheir upright con- 
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yerſations: doe not fo much as caſt a 
malicions glance or coy,' or contemptu- 
ous look upon their perſons: remember, 
their maker, is their husband, and will 
not ſuffer the leaſt indignity to be offered 
them, without a puniſhment 2 Whar if 
they are black in regard of their ſuffer- 
ing?, and zflitions outwardly : or in re- 
gard of thcir often frailties and infirmij- 
ties, inwardly ? vet are they amiable and 
lovely in reſpeCt of their praftice of 
® viety, and obedicnce to Gods Lays 
outwardly; and of Chriſts rightcouſ. 
niefſe, and ſanRikication begun, inward. 
ly : Whartif they arc deformed in their 
owne eyes, and vilc in the ejes of man? 
yet arc they lovely in the eics of the 
bridegroome Chrift, Cant.1.7. And the 
bridegroomes friends, Cant.5.9,17. What 
if they cannor be gracions with all? yer 
they are with ſome, and thongh they may 
be caft out of fellowſhip in the world : 
yet have they fellowſhip with the father, 
and with his fon Jeſus Qhrift, v Fob. 1.3. 
Oh! Therefore let it be the brand of 
a moſt prophane wretch, and one of Sa- 
tans brood, to be belching out reproaches VG 
apainſt their innocent neighbcurs : who 
rather then they will want matter, they 


will 


will moſt baſely, and unwortkily fnatch 
It from the invenomed tongue of a tale- 
bearer; nay,rather then fail;forge it 0:14 of 
a ſaſpicious ſelfe-guiltineſſe in their ow n 
prophane fancies; and fuck it as they 
tay; out of their own fingers, | 
And indeed, wick<d mens cenſures of 
Gods children, are many times not one- 
. Iy groundl:fle, caufles, and falfe : but al- 
{0 prcdigiouſly abſur'd, and utterly ime 
poſlible, without any ſhew, or ſhaddow 
atall of likelihood. So the Jewes,; con= 
fidently cenſured the Lord Jcſus, thae h# 
had a Devill, in whom dwelt the fulneſſe 
of the God-head bodily, Col.2 9. Teriul- 
Is judged the Apoſtle Paz! a peftilent fe l- 
low; that was the moſt precious man 
upon the earth, 49.24.5. Eliab was ace 
counted by 4b, to be a troubler of 1ſ- 
reel : who was in truth, . the very Chari- 
ots, and horſemen of wic ſame, 2 Kings, 
13. 14s The Princes of Iſrae! ſaggeſtcd 
ro King Zedechiah, that Feremy was a tray- 
tor tO the ſtate: from which he was 
ſo far, that he deſired his head to be 
turned into waters, and his cies into 
ſprings of tcares, that he might weepe 
@ day and night, for the defolarions of it, 

Fer. 38-4» ; | 
And let it ever be the property of 
vaine 
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}T wvaine glorions Phariſees, co: raiſe their 


reputations, upon'the imaginary ruines 
of good mens innocencics, and by fa- 
tkering upon them ſach inforced finifter 
ſenſes ; and wreſted creoked conſtruti- 
ons,” which an ingenioos, impartiallex=- 
Poſitor could never poſſible extract, Ic is 
the eafteft thing of a thouſand, for a Ma- 
licious minde, tro foile the glory, of the 
brave, and moſt beautifull ations, wich 
111, and wrong interpretations. 

Beware of faſtning a falſe crime upon an 
Innocent, the very Cafuiſts & ſchool men, 
dodefervedly vilify it with abcand of haje 
nouſneſ-,far above theftzas they may very 
well, both for a greater breach of love, 
preciouſneſs of obje&,uncomprehentible- 
neſs of loſt, difficulty of reftitution,con- 
curcence of many fins,and conſequence of 
much iilztake heed of adding tothe truths 
or detraQting from ir,or intermixing falſe 
adulterate glofſes, or ſome. impertinenc 
parentheſis of your owne, and ſo in very. 
malice will give good people in their ab- 
ſence, their due and deſervcd attributions, 
with many outward plauſible ſpeecies : 
but ever after at the cloſe, premifing 
ſome formall connterf:irt, proteſtation, 
and Phariſaicall preface, as, I am very 
ſorry to heareit; I would ic were others 

wiſe'3 


| of very good parts, extraordinary gifts ; 
but he is proude of them ; I believe him 
vo be a Godly perſon, but he hath one or 


two foule faults, which I would not will- 


ingly name, thereby implying more then 
is cxpreſt, O\ ! This isnot to ſpeake out 
of any love to the party,but out of an en- 
vious,perverſe,dungbill bumour, they do 
defire to brand thoſe whom they will not 


love : or whom they have injured, and 


cannat make ſatisfaftion : with one nos 
cor ions brand or another, 

ON! doe nor, for feare of acurſes; 
charge upen a Saint with ſo much cre- 
dulity and confidence, thc fe things they 
never did, never knew, never thought 
upon; do not report true things mali- 
ciouſly, and upon purpoſe to bring 


them into hatred,and dif-eſtimation : fo 


Doeg dealt with David,and it colt the lives 
of $5 of the Lords Prieſts. And you, 
which take 'upon you the name of pro- 
fcfſory, and would be accounted of more 


then ordinary 5 becauſc perhaps you are 


in ſociety with ſach a Church: or in cre- 
dit with ſuch a Miniſter : and eminept 
in pxayer, in repetition of Sermons, ex- 
cellent in knowledge, and difcourle : 


Alas! you may do all this, and yetgoe - | 


0 


wiſe 3 Indceedthe man, (or woman) is : 
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1 to hell. Take nor. libercy co-your 
ſelves. to inſult unmercifull, either 
over the damnable eſtate of thoſe 
| who are without: oh dive not, or 
| once be prying into Gods booke of 
predeſtinarion 3 it is too- high for - 
mortalls, being Gods prerogative 
Royall ; or uncharitably blaze a- 
broad the infirmiries, and failings 
of the Saints, which you ought to 
| conceale. Doe not be fierce, and 
fiery againſt your fellow Chriſtians, 
if you differ from them in ſame in- 
| different rhings, if God have given 
you. more knowledge then orhers ; 
bleſſe God, and walk the more hum- 
bly : and give chat allowance to 0- 
thers, which you would they ſhould 
five tO YOU. gl ; 

Remember that undeniable cruth, 
James.1«2 6» If any man among you 
ſeeme to be religious, and. bridlerh 
} not_ his congue, he deceiveth his own 
heart, his religion 1s in vaine, cer- 

tainly, thoſe profeſſors . who give 
Eo L their 
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rheir tongues ſo much liberty, prove 
roo often, either ucrerly unſound, or 


nor ſo throughly humbled ; thoſe 
chat are ſoquick to ſpy a more in 


their brothers eye, have commonly a 


' a beaminrheir own; and thoſe who 
are prying inroorher mens carriages, 
peruſing other mens lives z have 
hardly any leaſure to look 1nto their 
owne rotten hearts, and meer carnall 
courſes. How often may we hear an 
imperious Phariſee mangle and 
marter a Saints good name, for ſome 


leſſer, bewailed infirmity ; who ne- | 


ver yet learned ro mourn for, or 
mortify any one of thoſe many groſs 
corruptions, and ſecret villanies, 
which reigne too manifeſtly in 
themſelves. | 

O ! all you therefore char arenor 
onely profeſſors, but pra&iſers ; 
not in ſhew onely, bur in ſubſtance”: 
Saiurs of God, ele& and precions : 
doe rot, Oh ! doe nor you learn, or 
become acceſlary ro this helliſh vice 


of 
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© 
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of cenſuring * be very carefull and 
T | tender whar conceits you entercaine 


e | and what cenſure you paſſe upon ©- 
a } thers. You are bound by rhe laws of 
4 | divine love, to conceive and ſpeake 
O | the beſt of every one: untill his 
> | words, ordinary carriage, and open 
e | prophaneſle, cleecly - convince the 
IT | contrary, you are to interpret all 
Il things in the better parr, ſo far as 
nN ] they may ſtand with a good confci- 
d | ence,wirhour prejudice to the truth, 


or impeachment of Gods glory ; 

you oughr co be ſo far from appre- 

heaſion of imaginary marcer;- or vi- 
olent wreſting of mens words, aci- 
ons,and behaviour tothe work ſence: 
that if macters be bur probable, 
poized wich <quall circumſtances, 
and wich even weight of reaſons 1n- 
rerpretable both wayes : you are e- 
ver ro ſuffer your conceits, and cen- 
ſares, to be carried the more charira- 

ble way, and be ſo far from cenſur- . 
ing others wichour ground, truth, or 
L 3 proofe, 


proofe, (which is the ordinary Pras 
Aiſe now) that you ſhould never 
ſpeak the ill you too certainly know 


by your brethren, but wich fearefull> | 


neſfs,45 ic were,aud with ſome kind of 
inforcement. 


Would we'nor ſay he were mad, 


that did wound and reare his owne 
members; much more 1s he thar 
will give a laſh at a member of 
Chriſt. 

Let curſed Chams, uncover, and 
ſport chemlelves in the nakednefle of 
a fallen Saint: ler railing Rabſbakebs 
be ever belching, and breathing out 


reproaches ag1inſt Gods precious | 


ones. . Let dogged Poegs rhirſting 
after, and dclighting 1n the overs 
rhrow of innocency, diſcover the er- 
rours of Gods anointed ones with 
Sacauuical aggravation. Let covetous 
Z 16ats by preſents, and falſe ſugge 
ſtions, diſpoil the honeſt, and harm- 
lefle of reputation, and f:vour. Let 
baſe and unworthy Shzmez's inſult 0 
ver 
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ver miſery, caſting dirc and ſtones on 
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them whom God is whipping. Bur 
doe gor you, which are miſticll 
members of Chriſts body, wound 
one another, for feare you wound rhe 
ſides of Chriſt. | 

And indeed, rhe Sword of a bros 
ther cuts deeper then an enemies ; 
and proves many rimes the moſt 
deadly blow. | 

Bur above all, take heed of wound- 
ing, or grieving the facherleſſe and 
widdowes: who lye moſt open ro 
injuries and wrong+,who have few, or 
none on earth to plead their cauſe : 
yer they have a God, who hath ſtil d 
himſelfe to be, a fher of the fa- 
therl«fſe, and a judge of widdowes 
cauſes, and rhis ſings D aved, is God 
In his holy habication, ?ſal.68.5. 

In how many places in ſacred 
ſcriprure, hath God commanded ro 
plead fo- them, to relieve them, 
much leſſe to abuſe them; read and 
rremble at that -fearefull place, 

L 3 Exod, 


afflit any widdow, or fatherlefſe 
childe. If chon aMi& chem in any 
wiſe, (marke thar) and they cry ar 


all unto me : I will ſurely hear their | 
cry. And my wrach ſhall wax hor, 


and I will kill you with the ſword : 
and your wives ſhall be widdowes, 
and your children fatherlefſe. Doe 
pot ſay this is old Teſtamenr, for 'ris 
a moral] Law inaed in the high 
court ot heaven, never to be re- 
peal'd, till time ſhall be no more. 
Oh! Thar Saints would walke 
more warily now inthis frozen age 
they are roo many of rhem rainted 


with this nzarFfic is to be lamenred, - 
even with tears of blood: what,ſhall _ 


Saints fill up the meaſure of iniquity 
Mat,24.12. becauſe iniquity ſhall 


abound, the love of many hall wax | 


cold. How miſerably are we devided; 
not more in judgement, rhen affe&i- 
on; if God havegiven onea more 
cleerer light rhen another, ler him 
r.Ot 


Exod,y 2.1 2,23932 4» Ye (hall nor 


' | nor deſpiſe bim ; but rather bleſſe 
God, and help him that ſincerely 
ſeeks the right way co heaven. 

That once glorious Church of the 
Jews, walkr through many types and 
ſhadowess ar the beſt ir was bur 
by moone light, or ſtar light ; bur 
when rhe Son of righreouſneſſe a- 
roſe, ail thoſe ſtars of leſſer lighr 
did vaniſh and give place. Now 
thovgh our Sun be up, yer is he nor 
exalted to his Meridiar ; till rhat 
glorious Ciry of God, new Jeraſa- 
lem come down from heaveny' when 
all miſts and foggs of errour and 
hereſy ſhall be ſcarrered , when all 
darke places ſhall be made light and 
| cleare, and propheſies ſhall be ac- 
| compliſhed. Bur if we live not to 
ſee this beautifull Church, let ns 
content our ſelves in being mem*ers 
of Chriſt: miſticall body, and we 
may finde the way ro our home 
without ſtymbling if we pleafe, 
Ani may goe ro heaven -wichoue 
L 4 ircad- 
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treading upon one the othe 


man (how emimentfo ever) no long- 
erthen they follow Chriſt: lamenta- 
bleirisro ſee, how mendrive on a 
fa&tion ; and indeed, religion is be- 
come litcle elſe, truch 15 even loſt, in 
queſtions about her. 

*Tis wifedome to prove all things, 
bur hold faſt thar which is good, be 
like the honorable men of Berea, 
ſearch the ſcriptures whether . choſe 
things be ſoor nog ſtand inthe way, 
and ask for the good old way. 
Examine how the Saints formerly 
lived : ler che ſacred word of God 
be our rule, and the praftiſe of rhe 
moſt eminene Saints, our example. 

Oh! Let us nor content our ſelves 

_ with a bare ourſide ſhew of holy- 
_nefſe: ordeludeour ſelves, (as one 


very excellently fayes) Alas! our 


religion doth not conſiſt in outward 
| ſhewes, profefion, much talking, in 


rs heels. | 
Study not new lights, 2nd opini- 
ons, to be ſingular; or follow any - 
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points, defending 
new opinions, in externall formes of 
religious exerciſes, ſet-rasks of 
hearing, reading, conference, and. 
the like: in ſome ſolemne, outward 
extraordinary abſtinences, and for- 
bearances, cenſuring others, &c. 
Bur in righteouſnieffe, peace and joy 
in the holy Ghoſt : 1n meeckneſſe, 
cender heartedneſſe, love, patience, 
humility, contencednefle ; morti- 
fication of fin, moderation of paſ- 
ſion, holy guidance of the tongue ; 
in workes of mercy, juſtice, and 
truth: in fidelicy,and painfulneſſe in 
our callings,conſcionable converſing 
with men, well know:ng how we 
ſtand related; reverencing ſuperi- 
ours, loving our equalls, courteous 
ro our inferiours, ſweerly forgiving 
our enemies : 2n Operr hearred, re- 
all, fruicfnll affeRionareneſſe, and 
bounty to all Gods children :' in 
heavenly-mindedneſſe, ſelf-deniall, 
the life of faith, in diſ-efteem of 
earthly 


_ earthly' things,” contempt of the T 
world, reſolute hatred of fin: in 


approving our hearrs in Gods pre- 


ſence, a Sweet communion with him, 
and.fonging for che comming of the 


LordþJeſus. 


_Ftis not ſufficient thar we be ralk- 
_ . ets, unlefle we be walkers ; if any 
man be in Chriſt he is a new crea- 
\- ture, nor new in one part onely, bur 
in all ; otherwiſe we ace monſters. 
If there be a new heart, certainly 


rhere will be a new habir. 


Light- 


nefle in attire, ever ſhew a vaine 
minde, and will never ſute with a 
grave heart ; ſoa looſe, unadviſed, 
frivolous, talkativeneſſe : argue ar 


beſt, bur a frotby braine. 


Ler us nor- therefore ingroſſe all 
thetalk, in unmannerly interrupri- 
ons, as too many doe, and is ſome- 
times incident to new Converts, or 
counterfeirs ; neither in the other 


exrreame, to be ({o reſerved and cu- 


rious, . as tO fay no more, then may 


breed 


breed an applauſe and admiration 
of. that worth which may be 1isnot 
ſo much in us. This is as fearfull a 
faulr, rhough noc altogether as fil- 
thy as the other. A ſober, humble, - 
well adviſed ſpeech, (as one ſayes) 
1s a token of grace. L 
And ler us be very circumſpe& 
. of our company, and compauions. | 
'Tisathing ro be much lameined ro 
ſee how many precious hours , 
and opportunircies are loft, with idle, 
frivolous diſcourſe, which benefits 
none; how doe many rarge abour 
in their diſcourſe from field ro 
Towne, from Towne, to houſes, 
from houſes, ro particular things, 
\ medling with others buſineſſes 
which doth not belong ro rhem 
of their diet, clothes, faſhions of 
chem, their family, children, ſer- 
vants, eſtates, whence rhey had it, 
and how long twill laſt ; rhen nexr 
they will be raking iro the dung- 
hill puddles of 'the true, or ſeem- 
1Ng 


g00d, or ill. Toffing, and tumbling 


them from rongne ro tongue, as. 


ſharpe as ſwords z renring aud 
tearing the good names of thoſe 
that are berter then themſelves : 
farhering upon them. that which 
they never thoughr of, rurning by 
their cunning arc, a hear-ſay, may 
be their ſuppoſition, inro a pe- 
remptory propoſition, that it was 
ſo : and then ro mount it upon 
che wings of flying, and lying 
fame., to paſſe ſwiftly, and 
ſecurely withour ſtop, or con- 
trolementr. 

When this perhaps is done , 
rhen they ramble in their ſerious 
communications inro their fields, 
and houſes ; relling many large 


and deep diſcourſes of rhe longr- 


tude, and latitude of their lands, 
the number of their ſheep, and 
the ſeverall conditions of their 
horſes : whar great buſineſſe they 
have 


ing miſcariages of their neighbours * 
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have finiſhed, or intended. And 
then for want of better matter, 
rhey! tell of the pretty liſpings 
of their children, what they did, 


and what they ſaid, and all ro no 


purpoſe, but to maintaine a great 
deal: of prictle prartle « with 
much {ach tedious ſtuffe, enough 
to rire a judicious, and Solid 
Saint + who depatts the compa- 
ny, either grieved, or corrupt- 


ed, or borh ; but if ſome ſhould  _ 


pen the diſcourſe that is at ſome 
meetings many times 3 and after 
they are in a ſerious moode, ro 
read ir to them , with all their 
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I believe ſome wonld be aſhamed, 


and not to have ſo 'much patience | 


as to heare, what ſomtime they 
ſpake, therefore 'tis wiſdome to 
premedirate, and not be roo haſty 
in our ſpeech : and after, to 
uſe revelwes , what we ſaid , 
or did, one unadviſed word, may 
rutne 
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ruine us ; either in our eftates, 
_ or lives. | 
 . Oh ! - Confider ſeriouſly; ſuch 
communications doe not. yeeld 
the leaft glance , or glimmer- 
ing of ſound delight , or com- 
fort , when we are going to our 
bed , or fall into any affliction , 
or temptation , or come to lye 
downe in our beds of death : 
and rhough' formerly we have 
becne overraken , fo as to talk , 
or heare ſuch fruiclefſe , and 


frivolous marcers : yer ler us hence ._ 


forth reſolvein the ſtrengrh of God, 
never to ſtay long in that company, 
wherein we can neither teach, or 
learne. Never medling with others 
'- mxrters, but ſuch as concerne our 
ſelves, or thoſe with whom we doe 
conferre. 

Let us principally aime at Gods 
olory, our owne fſoules benefit 
. and the good of others, by commu- 


nicaing ſweeteſt aa _ 
ods 


Gods deare, and precious dealings 
ro our Poore ſoules in their extre- 
mities; which may be a ſupporr 
and ſtay, for their preſent, and our 
future comfort, in wharſoever con- 
dition. : | 


